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Illinois Ornithological Society 

Letter from the editor 

There's sti!l 1nuch we don't know about bird behavior 

Several years ago on May 1, Renee Baade and I were driving home 
from a week-long trip birding Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Baade 
disecied iny alienlion lo lwu imrnalure Bai<.l Eagles. We guessed they 
were third-year birds. l3lll what most astonished us was that they 
seemed to be exhibiting adulL courtship behavior. We lhought the 
lwo eagles had actually locked talons, bm neiU1er of us knew thm 
much about the behavior of immature Bald Eagles so we just 
enjoyed the show until they flew away. 

Then six months ago Richard Bjorklund suhmitted an article for 
Meadowlark detailing his fascinating observations of subadult 
courlship in Bald Eagles, which you can read in this issue's Seasonal 
Highlights. While it was exciting Lo read an account lhaL seemed to 
support what Baade and I had seen, iL also made me realize how 
very little humans actually know about bird behavior. I also wonder 
how much bird behavior must occur right before our eyes, yet 
go unnoliced. 

Por instance, H. David Bohlen, one of the slate's most respected 
birders, observed ;m interesting phenomenon regarding American 
Cool migration for lhc first Lime last winter. Bohlen watched these 
nocturnal migrants take flight at dusk one by 0110. His fasci11aii11g 
report is also in Seasonal Highlights. 

Most recently, Donald Dann, an IOS member, sent me a note 
describing I-Ierring and H.ingL·billed Gulls "hovering �u1d picking 
caterpillars and other large insects off the tops of trees" on his 
Lake Michigan shoreline property. Dann asked, "Is this as uncom
mon as I think?" Tom Schulenberg at lhe Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago said the behavior is not only uncommon. but he 
also had never heru·d of it before. While gulls do indeed cal insects -
California Gulls for instance cat crickets - the idea of a gull acting in 
fly-catcher-like fashion was news to Schulenberg who remm·ked it 
was too bad Dann didn't have a video recording or the observation. 

So iL seems there are not just rare finds and first state records to 
documenl in Illinois, but unusual bird behavior as well. This winler 
while you're missing the lCXJ species you saw in one day durin_g 
migration, why not record bird behavior? You might learn something 
new about a common species and perhaps even contribute to science 
in Ll)e process. 

· . .  
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President's Message 

A quick perusal of our journal 
highlighL5 the talents of our visual artists 
and writers. Issue after issue contains 
stunning drawings and photos plus well
researched articles. W c arc grateful for 
the hard work and volunteer spirit of our 
illustrators, photographers, writers, and 
editors. Bul we can not rely on them 
alone Lo continue providing us with 
quality work. Many of them have been 
working for the journal since il was first 
published four years ago. 

Meadowlark is your journal, and as 
such, we invite you lo gel involved 
with helping produce it. Perhaps some 
of you are not confident about your 
abilities. Don't worry. Although we 
have set high sLandards for the journal, 
that doesn't mean we aren't interested 
in working with you. Perhaps we could 
have a photography field trip or a writ
ing seminar at an annual meeting. 

The first step, however, is lo contact 
the art editor or the chief editor lo learn 
how you can contribute to Meadowlark. 
You' II find their addresses on the inside 
back cover of the journal. 

About our cover: 
David Athans drew our cover illustration 
of a Short-eared Owl. 
Athans, a member of the Chicago 
Ornithological Society, has exhibited his 
drawings al the Midwest Birding 
Symposium and also sells his works 
through Wild Birds Unlimited. 
He can be reached al 708.388.1285. 
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An Illinois Christmas 

Bird Count Odyssey 

Top to Bottom and Back 

The following narrative is de
dicated to Pefl!ly Pucelik who died 
30 .. 4ugust 1994. ��1y odyssey might 
never have happened had she not 
ignited the spirit of birding in me 
two decades ago. On 12 November 
1972 I went on my first bird walk 
as a senior at Bradley University in 
Peoria. Pucelik, my French instmc
tor. took me on a wP.ekP.nrl gPf
away bird walk with her husband 
Tom at Chautauqua National Wild
l{fe Refuge in Illinois. It was a de
lightful, crisp, fall day, resplendent 
with .feathered wonders. We saw a 
Northern Shoveler and Snow Geese 
that appeared as if they had "mud 
slapped aJ?ainsl the sides,'·' as Puce-
1 ;v n11t ,'t ..1.n L.\tt'1or;/•n'1 Yof"trnl ""'" l" ,,.,.. v• • .t .a.•" .t .. ,, .,..._,, l-VlA-11; .LlLl...-i.J I- I ._, (< 

perched on a wire and my first 
woodpecker, a downy, called as we 
walked the trails. I took almost the 
sa1ne walk on 23 December 1994, ar 
the Chautauqua Ch ristmas Rird 
Count, 23 years later. This was a 
special count for me, nor only be
cause of the Bald Eagles and thou
sands of w ate�fowl that clouded the 
skies, but also because it inclu
ded many of the same birds I had 
seen with the Puceliks earlier. I was 
then reminded of the g{fl Penny 
Pucelik had given me so long afw 

As a northerner, I dreamed 
for years of participating in the 
southern Illinois Christmas Bird 
Counts (CB Cs) where the possibility 
existed of recording 100 species or 
more in one counL circle and where 
many more individuals as well as 
species are seen than where I usually 
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by David B. Johnson 

counL in Lake County. Vernon Kleen 
of the 111inois Department of NaLural 
Resources had been bugging me for 
years Lo join in one of the southern 
counts. I decided 1994 was going Lo 
he the year 10 do iL. I was going to 
help wilh the Horseshoe Lake, the 
slate's southernmosl count, Cypress 
Creek, and then Union County CBCs 
in extreme soulhern Illinois. 

WiLh new binoculars and a de
sire Lo participate in as many Illinois 
CB Cs as 1 could, I planned an itiner
ary that would take me from the Chi
cago area through ccnLral Illinois and 
back Lo northern Illinois during the 
two week Christmas count period ( 17 
Dec 1994-2Jan 1995). I arranged to 
join in Denis Kania's Fermilab
Batavia counL in DuPage County; 
Myrna Deaton's count atClinton Lake 
in De Wilt Counly; the BIG THREE, 
Horseshoe, Cypress Creek, and 
Union County in southern Illinois; 
lhe Evanston count; Joel Green
berg's Chicago l akefront and 
Waukegan counts; and, finally, l had 
learned that there was a Chautauqua 
NWR count in central Illinois that I 
could join on my way back from 
southern Illinois if Sig Bjorklund and 
Dave B ohlen agreed, which they did. 
l was excited about participating in 
Lhis gn;aL birding year-end tradition -
a social and scientific event. I was 
going Lo have fun top-Lo-bottom 
birding in Illinois and hopefully set a 
new record of nine CB Cs in one year. 
What follows is a personal account of 
my 1994 CBC odyssey. 

David B. Johnson traveled the 
Length and width of Illinois to 
participate in nine Christmas Bird 
Counts the winter of 1994195. Here 
he is shown birding Union County 
in southern Illinois. Photo by 
Robert Chapel. 

Fer mi/ab-Batavia .. 
17 December. 9 a.m. I met my long 

time birding friend Joe Suchecki of 
Naperville at PraLt-Wayne Woods and 
Prairie Preserve. My first CBC bird 
was a Red-tailed Hawk, a lone senti-
nel on a sno\.v .. covered field. As I 
pulled up to met Suchecki, he ex
claimed he had already seen an excit
ing bird, a Lincoln's Sparrow along 
an open creek. This great find re
quired a meticulously detailed de
scriplion. We walked several open 
fields with diminishing snow cover 
finding several Eastern Meadow larks 
and Swamp Sparrows as well as a 
Ring-necked Pheasant and watching 
Horned Larks flying overhead. At 
noon we heard a Snow Bunting. We 
also saw a single Yellow-rumped 
Warbler feeding on poison ivy berries 
before leaving Lo fly south. 

The afternoon was spenL drive
birding around the Du Page County 
Airport. This was prelty good "turf"; 
we discovered a B rown Thrasher 
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along a shrubby creek and more 
Horned Larks on the airporl grounds. 
Perhaps Lhe besl area was a wcl 
weedy palch at U1e airporl's south
wesl end where Joe Suchecki had 
seen a Short-cared Ow! the week be
fore. I pished m1 immalure While
crowncd Sparrow and a Savmmah 
Spmrnw, which represented the sec
ond Lime thal species had been re
corded for this count.. 

J usl as the winter light began to 
fade I Ulought I bad spotted a bald
faced hornet nest. Bul wait! It was 
an owl, a Barred Owl which had just 
come oulof a spruce in a small comer 
woodlot at the praitic' s edge. Qui Le a 
few Du Page birders T met al Jim and 
Kale Frazier's counLdown parly 
Lhought this was a great find. 1 
thought Kate's chili recipe was a 
great find, Loo! As always al U1ese 
countdown parties, the besl birds 
and high counls were announced, 
then immediately put on Lhe Du 
Page County bird alert. I wondered 
how many people would go aflcr the 
Savannah S parrow versus the owl. 

Clinto n Lake. 
18 December. 5:45 a.m. I had Lo 

make a choice. Drive straighl down 
to Clinton Lake, about 180 miles 
away, or gel a few hours sleep al 
home afler the Pcrmilab counldown 
party. I chose four hours of slec p 
and woke at 2 a.m. Lo head Lo the 
Clinton Nuclear Plm1L Energy and 
Environment.al Center east of I3ir
beck in DeWitt Counly. I mTived at 
5:45a.m., promptly went back to 
sleep, and awoke when Ule 6:30 a.m. 
arrivals drove into the parking lot. 
Myrna Deaton, Ule compiler for the 
ClinLon Lake count, quickly gave 
out assignments and maps. Mike 
Donalrne of Danville m1d I were Lo 
cover the norU1 valley <md branch of 
Clinton T ,ake. Since I liked Lo drive 
fields in search of longspurs and 
Horned Larks, we also gol plenty of 
open fields, a habitat disappeming 
on Lhc Chicago area count�. 

Where we could, we tnmsccted 
the woodlands and valleys souili of 
Solomon. Each Lime we performed 
hunt-and-peck birding, getting out 

and sampling different habilals, 
often nol walking more Ulan I 00 
yards in each area, reconnoilering, 
and Ulen driving on Lo the nexL spot. 
The chauer of the Cmolina Wrens 
w as a welcome addiLio n Lo a 
northerner's CBC lisL of species. So 
was tl1c Tufled Titmouse. The wood
lm1ds had nickers, Downy and Red
belhed Woodpeckers, cuid an occa
sional Red-headed Woodpecker. 
American Tree Spmrnws were the 
mosL common field and roadside 
spmrnw. We looked for more unusual 
spaffows bul could only come up with 
seven Song Sparrows and later in the 
afternoon, Swmnp S parrows. 

Donahue seemed apprehensive 
about driving so many open stark 
brown and black fields in search or 
longspurs. Our efforls soon paid off, 
however, when we spotted a flock of 
mixed blackbirds and starlings. Alter 
the flock arose and reeled to a field 
close by, Lwo all-black birds wiU1 
white eyes remained in a tree by the 
road's side. I noted the purplish 
how:i on each bird and exclaimed, 

White-crowned Sparrows on a fence row were seen in mid-state during one of the nine Christmas Bird Count treks 
taken by David Johnson during the 1994195 season. Drawing by Karen Becker. 
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"ii1usc are mail: Brewer· s J3iackbirds 
in hrccding pllunagc!" We sludied 
these birds while they remained in a 
farmer' s cow loL yard for at least 45 
minutes. We recorded the greenish 
sheen to the black plumage, razor
str£ljght cuhnen on the bill, and ratl1er 
short, squared tail. 

J u s t  n or th  of th is  farmer' s 
woodloL, wisps of snow began swirl
ing over the dm·k and stubble corn
fields as many Horned Larks and 
several Lapiand Longspurs called 
overhead. We had to wait atone point 
for a lm-ge group of caLUe to cross the 
road. Al noon we reconnoiiered al 
the V isitor's Center where we learned 
or some rather good bird sightings 
by otl1er parties including anot.1.crmale 
Drewer' s Dlackbird seen hy Myrna 
DcaLon, a Northern Saw-whet Owl 
recorded by Steve B ailey and com
pany, N orthern and Loggerhead 
Shrike, plus many water birds. 

Since no Brown Creepers had 
yel been recorded, finding one be
cmne our afternoon mission. Off we 
wenL Lo the north valley where we 
found two creepers as well as a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk darting through 
a small river' s edge, scaLLering all the 
birds. At the prairie point we pished 
five Swamp Sparrows along the 
lake ' s  grassy wet  easlCrn edge. 
Across the lake we spotted Grecn
winged Teal, NorU1ern Shoveler, 
Gadwall, and Mallards. Dul the real 
th-1·ilJ was hearing a Wild Turkey 
gobbling across the valley. AL the 
evening ' s  Lally,  each Learn had their 
own feathered trophies Lo coniribute 
Lo ll1e pol of 88 species. Counters 
alsu mused about whether hiking a 
few more miles would have produced 
the elusive Red-shouldered Hawk or 
the winLer finches thaL were missing 
from the count. 

Ho rseshoe Lake. 
20 December. l picked up Myrna 

Deaton around noon 19 December Lo 
make a leisurely journey to Horse
shoe Lake Conservation Area in 
Alexander Counly, seven miles north 
of Cairo. You know you 're headed 
south when Turkey Vullures and an 
occasional B lack VulLure are soaring 
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overhead and as Loggerhead hrikes 
dol i11e telephone v,1ires and harhed-
wire fences along the way. Horse
shoe Lake is the state's sou thernmost 
count and observers have almost al
ways recorded 90 species or more, 
though falling short of the magic 100 
mark. As Mike Donahue said, "It' s 
one of those 98s," mem1ing this count 
had the dubious disLincLion of being 
one of the "BIG' l'HREE" which have 
recorded 98 species bul no more. 

The 2,400-acre shallow Jake pro
vides a wintering ground for not 
only thousands of Canada Geese 
but also many other wintering birds. 
As we entered the refuge at sunset 
Monday, a gorgeous B ald Eagle, 
whisiling \""v'ood Ducks, and a caco
phony of geese greeted us along the 
oxbow lake with a bayoucsque back
drop of bald cypress, swamp cou.on
wood, and tupelo gum. The Miller 
City Dlacktop soon brought us lo 
lhc turnoff to the Tllinois Depart
ment of Natural Resources' Wicker 
Club lodge. Now I was about 340 
miles soulh from home and my 
count circle in  norll1easlem Illinois. 
Mike Donahue raLes the Wicker Club 
a "modest and rustic A" for its com
fortable lodging and rather modern 
kitchen and bath facilities. I couldn't 
argue with his assessment. 

The next day, Deaton and I sel 
off on our assigned area, lhc refuge 
n ature preserve loop aroun d  Lhe 
lodge's campground and some driv
ing mules south of the refuge along 
the Mississippi River. The morning 
brouglH " lea-kellle, tea-kettles" of 
C<u-olina Wrens and the "old Sam 
Peabody" songs of White-lhroated 
S parrows, plus Eastern B luebirds 
and Fox Sparrows. In the wood and 
field edges south of the Wicker Club 
were scores of Song and Swamp 
Sparrows, lesser numbers of Field 
and Savannah Sparrows, and a soli
tary T ,incoln's Sparrow spotted by 
Deaton. Rufous-sided Towhees, 
B rown Thrashers, Ruby-crowned 
King lets, and one House Wren darted 
abuul in lhe hedges. In the wetter, Ilal 
fields, we saw Killdeer almost every
where as well as an occasional Com
mon Snipe. Lapland Longspurs and 

Horned Larks oflen called above. 
The air "l.':1S h:-1hny and crisp and 
while Lhe deciduous trees were h<u-e, 
we felt  as if it were I.he Spring B ird 
Count, not the CDC. 

In the afternoon we spotted 11 
species of ducks, including Canvas
back and Northern Pintail in the 
Grand Lake area, and in the evening 
we observed several cormorants and 
Ring-billed Gulls at a new levee 
retention mea near Willard. The 
Wicker Clu b  countdown p arty 
broughl ll1e usual "oohs ;md ahs" as 
Vernon Kleen and I-I. David Bohlen 
recorded the first Ross' Goose, two 
immature fe1nalc Indigo !3 untings 
out on Horseshoe Lake Island in 
�omc fallow miio fields, and Lwo 
Common Yellowthroats. 

Cypress Creek. 
21 December. During the evening 

a spring-like thunderslorm dropped 
in and when we awoke at 4:30 a.m. 
to drive to the Cypress Creek NW R 
center at Shawnee Community Col
lege, we wondered if the nun would 
quit. It  did. Myrna Deaton and I got 
our assignments from Todd Fink and 
Judy DeNeal and headed ouL the 
B elknap Blacktop lo check on a 
B lack Vulture roost. There were no 
Dlack Vullures on the high power 
lines but a Rough-legged Hawk 
sailed over U1e Indian Point  Dluff in 
Johnson Counly. (I fell al home in 
Johnson Counly.) V/e eujoyedasoar
ing Turkey V ulture and Northern 
H arrier. After recordin g  several 
Y cllow-rumped Warblers eaLing 
poison ivy berries nem· Karnak we 
explored some southern fields which 
broughL a pockeL of 15 Savannah 
Spairnws, easily 15 times as many as 
I ' ve ever seen on a norll1em Illinois 
count, and a group of about 10 sing
ing While-crowned SpmTows on a 
bnishy fence row. We recorded 106 
of this species that day. Most were 
singing .  Late evening brought u s  
into Karnak where w e  observed 'the 
count's only Hooded Mergm1sers in 
a pond adjacenL Lo a dike levee. 

This counL' s counLdown party 
was held at Shawnee Community 
College. ScoLL Robinson and his field 
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crew recorded a high number or Red
headed W cxidpcckcrs along U1e Cache 
River bottoms, which conLributed Lo a 
staterecord of7 38 Red-headed Wood
peckers on a CBC. 01her woodpeck
ers such as lhe Hairy Woodpecker 
and Norlhcrn flicker were recorded 
in record numbers, 109 and 291, re
spectively. Tcxld Fink turned up an 
Orcmge-crowned Warbler at Wildcat 
Cemetery in a pine grove. He also 
produced out of his pocket a plaslic 
bag with a fresh specimen of a North
ern Parula (Jllinois State Museum 
specimen 66040 J ) , a neotropical rni
grant tirnt shoulcl have long been gone, 
but instead failed lo migrale and died. 

Steve Olsen recorded good num
bers of Le Conte's Spaffows (23). A 
state record number of Northern Har
riers and Short-cared Owls were seen, 
7 3and19,rcspcclively. Cypress Creek 
recorded 98 species Md nine new all
timc slaLc high counts. A PBS news 
crew even visited and videotaped the 
party. This was tile second official 
year of this count and it's already a 
member of the 98 club. I L' s one to 
watch in the future. 

Union County. 
22 December. My assignment was 

a 7-milc walk with Robert Chapel 
from the Lop of Hamburg Hill in 
Shawnee National Forest down to 
Lyerle Lake. At twilight after the 
drive up from tile Wicker Club lodge, 
Chapel m1d I heard a Baffed Owl call 
from the distant hills. We left my car 
at Lycrlc Lake <md proceeded to the 
top of Hamburg Hill near the summer 
cmnp where Scolt Robinson does his 
neotrnpical migrant research. By tile 
time we reached the top of tile hill 
there was plenty of sunlight to begin 
our descent and count. The quiet still
ness of tile winter woods was punctu
ated by a Pileated Woodpecker and a 
pair of nuthatches. Many or the 
beech trees retained their ligh L 
brownish leaves and as we began 
our walk clown I Lmnburg Hill, a 
trickle of water drew in our first 
kinglets, Carolina Chickadees, and 
Winter and Carolina Wrens. One 
Purple Finch stopped brief! y on a 
sycmnorc m1d hy the time we reached 
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the bottoms below, birds were pop
ping up <tll over. Numerous llairy, 
Downy,  l�cd-bellicd , and Pilcatcd 
Woodpeckers called at every listen
ing stop we made. Tufted Titmice, 
Brown Creepers, mid kinglels were 
bountiful. As we walked along the 
water ' s edge at the foothills junction 
with the swamp we found Wood Duck 
and m<my Gadwall. Cries of Rcd
shouldered Hawks also pierced tile 
swampl<md. Occasionally I found a 
cane break and said to Chapel, "May
be this could hold Swainson's War
bler in the summer." 

We left the swmnp at ahout 11 
a.m. in 1.ime for the cmnual "pit bull 
walk hy", so nmncd because to get to 
1he next spot we had to walk by 15 
chained m1d growling pit hulls. We 
quickly left those howling confines 
to the sounds of more Carolina 
Wrens, White-tllroated Sparrows, 
and cardinals. A mockingbird flew 
up along a fence row and by the time 
we reached Lycrlc I ,ake mm1y House 
Finches were tallied. 

At the top of the dike, Bohlen 
spotted an immature male Surf 
Scoter, a first for tl1e Union County 
count. Most all U1e count pm-Licipants 
saw this rarity. The afternoon was 
spent out on tile levee roads which 
offered commanding views of the 
Mississippi River valley and iL5 birds. 
We counted abundant sparrows in tile 
fallow bottornlands adjacent to the 
river. Longspurs and Horned I ,arks 
were often out in the stark bottom
lcmds. As evening approached we 
tallied a Loggerhead Shrike on a 
weed stalk and several Eastern Blue
birds flying up to a forest edge. Soon 
we were at Trail of Tears refuge head
quarters where hot chicken soup was 
waiting and once again tile count
down festivities began. 

That evening's best bird had to 
be Bohlen's sighting of an immature 
Chipping Sparrow. Bohlen also re
corded ru1 immalmc Golden Eagle 
earlier in lhl: day flying over tile ref
uge, a hi rd I'd hoped to see in south
ern Illinois while on the counts but 
missed. The Mississippi River fallow 
bottomlands fields (left over from the 
great flood of 1993) hosted new state 

record high counts or Song and 
Swamp Sparrows, 894 and 654, re
spectively. Union County also re
corded a new state high for Eastern 
l3luebirds, 199 individuals. 

The drive back Lo Decatur was 
tough allcr three straight days of bird 
counting. Myrna Deaton drove back 
to her home in Decatur and I made it 
back to Clinton and crashed only to 
he awakened at midnight since l had 
a piece of Dcalon's luggage in my 
trunk. 1 also recovered my boom 
hox which I had left at the motel on 
1hc 17th. 

The next day was the Chautauqua 
Count. I told Bohlen I would try to 
meet him al the refuge headquarters 
at 6 a.m., if I could get up! 

Chautauqua NWR. 
23 December 1994. At 5 a.m. I 

managed to drive to the cast side of 
Lake Chautauqua, just south of 
Goofey Ridge where I met Sig 
Bjorklund, Dennis Oehmke, and 
Bohlen at a turn-a-round north of the 
refuge headqumLcrs. 

This was some count! As soon as 
daylight hcgan, clouds of Mallards 
(200,000) blackened tl1e sky at lhe 
south end of tile refuge. Many pintail 
and Gad wall were about, as well as an 
occasional Green-winged Teal. I3ald 
Eagles coursed U1e shoreline and an 
occasional Northern Harrier flew by. 
J\ rather large group of swm1s was 
seen along tile souti1ern shore but the 
birds were too far away ror positive 
idenlilication. 

At the sou lhern end of the ref ugc, 
we saw many Common Mergansers 
as well as a dozen or more Bald 
Eagles. The sw<ms had moved back 
nortil Md were again too distant for 
identification. We then did some car 
birding tilrough Havana gelling some 
ralher close views of Eurasian Tree 
Spmrnws in shrubby backyards <tlong 
with the regular House Sparrows. l 
enjoyed looking at these "ETS's" (as 
Bjorklund and Bohlen called them) aL 
lhe norlhern limit or tl1cir 1-cmgc. 

Around noon we decided to 
split up Mel dri vc lo some open field 
country along U1e Mason Tazewell 
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spent some lime tallying a few harri
ers and kestrels bu l mostly we added 
sparrows :md j uncos along the diLch. 
The besL birds of the afLernoon were 
found in Lhe Mason tree fmrn when I 
spotted two Cedar Waxwings near 
one of the service buildings. We also 
disc o v e red 2 1  pheasanls and a 
Cooper' s Hawk. 

The best find cmne when B ohlen 
and Oehmke discovered a Chipping 
Spai10\:v in \Vith son1e juncos along 
one of the juniper windbreaks al the 
nursery. When evening came we fi
nally made il back Lo U1e refuge 
headq u arters and iden tified the 
swans which were beLter pinpointed 
by the refuge personnel riming our 
afLernoon forays.  There were l 3 
Tundra SwmlS as well as five Trum
pe ter S wans all  w i th green and 
yellow collar-hands signifying they 
had come form W isconsin's re-intro
duction program. As daylight faded 
we recorded two Greater White
fronLed Geese off one of the refuge 
dikes which we had not seen earlier 
but  had been reported several days 
before and up to t11e counl clay. 

Our temn recorded 69 species 
and 255,584 individuals for t11e day. 
I left the team behind and headed 
for Chicago. At leasl tluee more 
counts Lo go i 

Chicago Lakefro nt. 
25 December. Christmas Day is 

usually spent under the tree with 
Santa and the kids. Not t11is year! 
The Chicago Lakefront Couni  which 
is almost always held on Christmas 
Day - afler ail it is a Christmas Btrd 
Count - was one I had never before 
experienced. The Chicago lakefronl' s 
monolithic skyline as a backdrop 
for birding was as good of a change 
for the n ormal Christmas Day as I 
could get. 

T will  always remember l h e  
Christmas Day S urp1ise ( S  tokie 1992) 
when tl1e stale' s firsl CBC Ivory Gull 
appeared on this  connl at Montrose 
Harbor. l was out of stale visiting 
relatives �md missed the bird. Who 
knows? I thought. Maybe I ' ll find a 
rarity like the I vory Gull. 
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·rh0 1uissioii rusigr1ed Uy CVii-1-
piler Joel Greenberg was Lo be al 
Meigs Field al dawn Lo look for 
Snowy Owls. Since none had been 
reported and it was not a Snowy 
Owl flighL year, I was doubtful about 
any success. Nevertheless, I sloo<l my 
vigil scanning t11e runways seeing 
only a goldeneye or I letTing Gu II off
shore. The most interesting find was 
a drake Hooded Merganser off the 
1 2 th S treel beach and an American 
R o  hi n (my first io seven wunls) along 
Lhe parkway Lo the Planelarium from 
Meigs Airport .  Sixteen American 
Coots were off 1 he S hedd Aquarium 
breakwater along with Common and 
Red-breasted Mergansers. 

Soon i metGrecnberg a...T1d1'.1argot 
Milde. We headed to Navy Pier <Uld 
Olive Park where we added an un
usual Ruddy Duck out in the harbor 
off !he Chicago Metropolitm1 Waler 
District Pl<mt. GreaLer Scaup m1d an 
occa.sional Lesser Scaup were also 
seen. W ith lakefronl m·eas covered, I 
headed home to my parenls for an 
early evening Christmas Dinner. 

Evanston North Shore. 
26 December 1994. 5 a. m. This is 

my alma 1nater counl. I have been 
compiler for this count for 1 5  years 
since 1 980 (with one yem· ofl) and 
have diligently computerized all of 
the data since 1962. I usually field 
some 50 plus observers and coordi
nale some 20-�0 feeclcr observer$. 
Owling has always been a tradition on 
t11is count, so when Bill Moskoff, 
Drc\.v Crotn\.vell, Scoll I-Iiclan(Ul, Debi 
SLolcu·ik, J ohn Csoka, mid I meL in 
Lake Forest iit;�tf Fori Siieriuai1, Lake 
Counly, I was delighted Lo have little 
or no wind or traffic noise. This was 
a perfect situation for owls. We im
mediately counlcd two dueting Great 
Homed Owls without playing Lape 
recordings. Soon we were treated to 
many wonderful views of Easlern 
Screech Owls. 

As day broke along Lake Michi
gan, many Common Goldeneyes and 
Red-breasted Mergansers could be 
counted as well as an occasional 
B u fOehead. The birds we were look
ing for and are often qui le distant 

fi-Viil .)bore were OiU�yuclW� w t i.ii 
tl1eir \Vhi le heads and dark sides. �Ay 
telescope picked up a rafl of these 
birds about one-half mile out. We 
counled 1 10 Oldsquaws there, and 
later, at the north end of Highwood, 
we recorded 60 more. 

We thoroughly sem·ched the lake 
again off ForesL Pm·k Ave. where we 
recorded a biz<uTe hybrid Hooded 
Merganser X Common Goldeneye, 
3 ,000 Grealer Scaup wit11 several 
Lesser Scaup mixed in, two HooJed 
Mergansers, and Lwo S urf Scoters. 

Landbirding the ravines in Lake 
Forest. failed to turn up either a single 
Winler or Carolina W rcn, no Pine 
Siskin, and nol m uch else save a Red
bdlieu ur Red-headed Woodpecker 
or two and an occasional White
breasLed Nu tlrnlch . My terriLory had 
never heen as quicL! We did manage 
to shake out a few American Tree 
SpatTows al the east end of the old 
Forl Sheridan airpotl runway. To
ward eveni11g cut accipikt sltol in 
front of our car. An adult S harp
shinned Hawk landed on the roof 
of <m abandoned building momen
tarily for us to see q uite well. 

I ' m  biased because I always 
like the Evanston North S hore ' s  
C B C  parlies. Birds are counLed from 
the mosl to leasl 1 1s11al mn icl }l bit; 
spread oi'al "least Lwo birds (Lurkeys), 
plus a dessert table that could clog 
yourarteries for life. This year' s gnmd
csl bird was the Pilcated Woodpecker 
found at Ryerson Conservatjon Area 
by Rick S iebert and Alan S Lokie 
aiong the Des Plaines Ri ver . N ew lo 
the count was Laurence B inford' s 
immature Trwnpeler SwmL ll had no 
collar band, bu l was still not count
able. Several count highs of water
birds were established including a 
st.ale high of 2,81 5  GreaLer Scaup 
and a tied high of five Surf S coters. 

WaukeKatl. 
1 January 1995. B y  the time the 

Waukegm1 Count rolls around I ' m  
either buried in  snow o r  i t ' s  jns t  l oo 
cold to be birding.  Neither was the 
case this year. While iL was windy, 
there was no snow mld Third Lake, 
the deepest in Lake County, was to-
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ta l ly open . The previous year we 
had 1 2,000 Canada C lccsc on t h is 
lake. This yem our lemn '.) pmly of 
Mike K u tska of R i ver Forest ,  .J osh 
Engel or Evanston, and my Lwo sons 
Evan and Dan;n c o u n ted a mere 
6 ,500 geese, bu l the J'i v c  S n ow 
Ciccsc were a nice addition. Other 
birds on the lake incl uded an adu l t  
Trumpeter Swan (no col lm') , 1 4  M ulc 
S w an s,  e i g h t  Can vasbacks,  Lwo 
Ri ng- n ecked l)ucks, and a Great 
!3 luc Heron . When we weren ' t  s tar
i n g t h r o u gh t h e  Lc lc s copcs a l  
waterbirds w e  chummed for g u l l s 

using our secret weapon, W ondcr 
B read. We often got Ring-billed and 
I-len-ing Gulls 4 ui lc close lo shore, 

first C l3C record), the Joi lering Nash

v i i  le  Warbler in  a ravine al Great 
U1kcs Naval Training Center, and 
seven Thayer' s Gui Is  ( t ied for stale 
CBC al l-Lime high cou n t) along the 
la kcfront . Our lonely  two Horned 
.Lmks were the only ones for t he 

count. There were several other North
ern Shrike report .�. 

This species was my last bi rd or 
t he nine-count CBC season, bringing 

my total Lo 105 species (not incl udi ng 

Trumpe ter S wan) and an c.�limatcd 
5 00 ,000 i nd iv id ual birds .  I lr n cl 
driven some 1 , 500 m i les, hiked 20 
miles, owled four hours, an d  hard ly 
sic p l .  

Wou l d  I ever s lop count ing? I 
guessed nine C l3Cs in one season 
was enough . Wil l  anyone try 1 0  this 
ycm? 

John.1·011., 
504 Crown Point Drive 

n1�ffc1!0 Grove, IL 6U08Y 

The Illinois 1 9 94 
hu l no wh i le-wingers vvcrc --------------

Christmas 

Bird Count 

lo be had this clay. 

Driving around our ter
ritory , T found an old ab<m
doncd, stark, u nhmvcs lcd 
brusscls sprou t l'icld wi t h a 
dirt conslrnclion black dirL 
mound and no b irds in 
s i g h t ,  u n t i l  two H orned 
Larks s udden l y do ubl e 

notecl overhead mid lmided 
in the bleakest place on 
e<U"lh .  Wi lhwisps or snow 
ruffling their plumage they 
occasionally sang before disappear
ing over the dirt mound. 

I always walk a pine plan tation 
in Gurnee hoping Lo find a rcu-e owl 
or l wo and occasionally coming 
away with rarities such as <lll adult 
Goshawk or Sharp-shinned Hawk. 
This yem·' s un usual birds in this track 
included a Great-horned Owl and a 
Northern Flicker . Andj usl outside the 
grove I spotted a shrike low in the 
shrubby field east or the pines. We 
identified it as a Northern Shrike by 
the ghos tly white crown and back and 
long, hooked bil l  pl u s  a broken , 

bubbled-up eye in the middle of a 
narrow, black eye-line and l i g h t  
lower mandible. This was clearly a 
Northern S hrike invasion year. 

The W a u ke g a n  c o u n tdown 
party is  similm to Ev<mston North 
Shore ' s  starting w i th the most to 
least common species. There were 
some good ones such as the Western 
Grebe al Waukegmi Harbor (a stalc-
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by David B .  Johnson and Al an F. S Lokie 

Mild weather during !lie fall 

of l 9CJ4 in Illinois also prevailed dur

ing the 1994 Christmas B ird Count 

(CBC) period. Only 39 percent or the 

northern counL� had any snow cover. 

Fifty-four percent of the counts had 

totally open water while the remain

ing had on l y partially frozen waler. 

The mean low temperature was 27 . 5  

F, the mean high 39 .5 F (see table 1 ) ,  
4 degrees higher than the 1993 CBC 

season. These weather conditions 

provided for excellent concentrations 

or lingering waterfowl and spmTows. 

Observers sci 33 new all- time high 

counts  for species in lllinois. 

Fift y-nine count t al l ies  were 

subm i lled representing J 55 species . 

Rend Lake recorded 1 02 species , 

making it three con.�ccu l ivc  years 

w i t h  more than 1 00.  I ;our o ilier 

coun ts  recorded 90 species or hi gher. 

Cypress Creek had 98, as well as the 

h i g he s t  n u mber of indi v i d u al s  

( J  ,083 ,908) and t h e  liighcsl number 

of new all-time high counts (9) . Union 

County recorded 92 species; Horse

shoe Lake and Crab Orchard National 

Wildlife Refu ge each recorded 90 . 

The stellar find, and new lo the 

slate' s Christmas count species list, 

was Uie near adult male King Eider 
recorded al l leiclecke Lake, Grundy 

County on the M orris-Wilmington 

Coun t .  Also new lo the s tale CBC list 

were Waukegan' s W estern Grehe 
and Rend Lake ' s G reater Yel low-

:t he sub-adult male King Eider, above, photog raphed 27 .lan. 1 995 1vas 

initially.fimnd 2 Jan. 1YY5 on the Morris-Wilmington Christmas !1ird 

Count at Heide eke Loke, Grundy County. This represents I he first Illinois 

Cl1C record. Photo /Jy Joe 11. Milosevich. 
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it:gs (3) auu Lesser Yciiowiegs (3). ·�'hiie 

not a state first (fifth rccofd), a ,.vcll-tle-
scribed Red-throated Loon, was seen 
on the Middle Fork River Valley CounL 
and a well described Common Moorhen 

was recorded again ( second consecutive 
year) at Calumet City-Sand Ridge, Chi
cago. Otl1er unusual birds seen included 2 

American White Pelicans at Quincy; 3 

Great EgreLs photographed at Joliet; soli
t�u-y Ross' Geese at Rend Lake, Cypress 
Creek. and Horseshoe Lake ; 5 S urf Sco
tcrs in centrnl �md southern Illinois which 
might signal a change in tllis species' 
status possibly due !o !he zebra mussel 

explosion; a Golden Eagle al Savmmah 
and Union County; 1 Virginia Rail at 
Joliet; l Sor� at \"-l. 1v1ercer; single l'Jorth-
cm Saw-whet Owls al Middlefork, Forest 
Glen, m1d Clinton Lake; a solitary Fish 
Crow at Cypress Creek; single American 
Pipits at Chmnpaign (present for some 
lime), Cypress Creek, �md Horseshoe Lake; 
I Orange-crowned Warbler al Cypress 
Creek; l Nashville Warbler al Waukcgm1; 
B rewer's Blackbirds in central Illinois 
(Clinton Lake, Muscatine, IA); and 2 im
mature Indigo B untings at Horseshoe Lake. 
Two well-described Chipping SpaITows 
were recorded at Union and Chautauqua. 
A lingering Le Con le' s Spmrnw was al 

Decatur in central Illinois and a lone Har
ris' Spaffow was recorded at W. Mercer. 
Count week birds included a Mew G ull 

at Evanston NorLh Shore and a dead 
Northern P�rufa, now an Illinois S tate 

Museum specimen, from Cypress Creek. 

Recorded on the counL but seen in a differ
ent st.ale were 7 exotic Chukars (Iowa) . 

A.lso unusual were the all-time high 
slate counts for many species. Rend Lake 
counLed a record 10 Conunon Loons, 864 

Double-crested C01morants (see histo
gnnn); and 1 6  Least Sandpipers; 44 mi
grating Tundra Swans were recorded on 
the Morton Arboretum (Lisle) count; 6 

Trumpeter S wans (reintroduced) were at 
Clinton Lake; �md 143 Mule Swans were 
at Calumet City-Sand Ridge. A record 62 
Greater White-fronted Geese ;inrl 289 
Northern Shovelers were recorded at Cy
press Creek. Chautauqua had 1 ,07 1 Gad

wall. 2,8 1 5  Greater Scaup and 5 Surf 
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D iis Northern Mockingbird was tallied 2 Jan. 1995 on 

the Morris- Wilmington Christmas Bird Count in 
Braidwood, Will Couruy. Photo by .Toe B. Milosevich. 

These Great Egrets were tallied 26 !Jee. 1994 at 
Joliet 's Christmas Bird 
Count, Clumnahon, Will 
County. They represent the 
first record for this count. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

ScoLers were Evanston' s  con
tribution Lo Lhe sLaLe 's  record 
highs. Calumet-Sand Ridge 
recorded 1 07 B ufflehead. Mc
Henry' s 70 Sandhill Cranes 
set a new stale record . 
Waukegan, once again, tied 
t11e Thayer' s Gull count (7) by two 
birders li Lerally t1uowing massive 
amounts (70+) of loaves of Wonder 
Bread into Lake Michigan. This non
stop chumming for one hour brought 
in noL only the Thayer' s Gulls, but 
also Bonapmle' s and Glaucous Gulls. 
Schapville submiLLed a record Red
Lailed Hawk counL ( 1 84). American 
Kestrel ( l  1 1 ) ,  Northern Harrier (73) ,  

and ShorL-eared Owl  ( 19) numbers 
were spectacular on the Cypress Creek 
Count. In addiLion, Cypress Creek' s 
excellent bottomland forest provided 

Field Sparrow documented 2. Jan. 
1995 in Goose Lake Prairie State 
Park on the Morris-Wilmington 
Jllinois Christmas Bird Count. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Vol. 4, No. 3 

Adult Glaucous Gull (le.ft) tallied 2 Jan. 
1995 on the Morris-Wilmington, Grundy 
County, Christmas Bird Count. 
Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

habitaL for record numbers of wood
peckers: 738 Red-headed Wood
peckers, 1 09 Hairy Woodpeckers, <md 
291 Northern Flickers. Good num
bers of Carolina Wrens (254) were at 
Cypress Creek. Kishwaukee recorded 
a stale high of 95 Brown Creepers. 
Mild weather likely contributed to 
Union Counly' s record Eastern B lue
bird counl of 199 individuals. Crab 
Orchard recorded a record 5 Pinc War
blers and Rend Lake even added one. 

Many observers statewide com
menLcd on the unusual numbers of 
lingering sprurnws. The fallow levee 
boLLomlands along the Mississippi 
River provided excellent wintering 
habitat for many sparrows. Union 
CounLy recorded 894 Song Sparrows 
and 654 Swamp Sparrows, both new 
state high counLs from the levee
lands. Cypress Creek recorded 23 Le 
ConLe's  Spaffows, a respectable total 
a!Lhough noL a Slale high count. Fi

nally, l louse Finch (see histogram) 
numbers continue Lo explode with a 
new s tate high of 708 indi viduals re
corded al Union County. 

An adult Peregrine Falcon was 
tallied 26 Dec. 1994 at St. 
Raymond's Cathedral in Joliet, 
Will County on a Christmas Bird 
Count.  17tis is the first record for 
the Joliet count. Photo by Joe B. 
Milosevich. 

In I.he avian exotica department 
a slate record 27 Monk Parakeets 
were at Chicago' s lakefront. 

The besl iirnplive species was 
U1e Northern Shrike; 3 1  individuals 
were recorded in 17 count circles and 
many compilers reported all-time 
high counts for Lhis s pecies. In 
contrast, irruplive winter finches 
were almost nil. Pine S iskins were 
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sparse with only 6 1  individuals �in l4 
counl cin . .:le�.) recorded for tile entire 
stale. Rockrord and Van Patten re

corded the only Evening Grosbeaks 

(4) plus 6 Red Crosshills were 

recorded on 2 count5. 

Many compilers submitted 

analyses of their counts. All 

compilers commented on the 

excellent waterfowl counts. In 

addition, several counts had the 

swoop of i.he swans or ihc swan 
hat-trick (3 species). 

American Coots lingered 

longer thi s  year.  R i chard 

Dj ork i u n d ' s �cnau ta u q u a) 

report of more itmnature Bald 

Eagles ( 41 versus 3 7 adulls) in

dicates this species has had con

Li n ued reproducLi ve s uccess 

(see histogram) . Raptors were 

reported in strong numbers this 

year. Turkey Vultures lingered 

longer al Van Paucn with 3 
well-described birds reported 

there. Rend Lake ' s  S andhill 

Crane certainly was unusual 
for s o u thern Il l inois .  Denis 

number or sparrows. 

Nearly i2 petcenl or U1e party 

hours of U1is year' s counts was spent 

feeder watching. What bias or effect 
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count Lo this publication, since 

a po1tion of its circle encom
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year was the Savannah Anny 

Depot count in norU1wcstern 

Illinois and U1c Marion count 
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congratu lations to Fermilab
Batavia for fielding lhe highest 

number of observers in the state 
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Davenport, Iowa who completed 

his 227t h CBC and has served 

as compiler 164 times. 

Addenda 

Kania (Fcrrnilab) mcntioned that '--------------------� 

Add to i<L�l year's 1993 CBC 
one count week Pacific Loon 

at Clinton Lake and a count 
week Common Yell ow throat 

gulls "are really exploding." Ring

billed Gulls, indeed, seem to he re-

Wescoll (B arrington) noLcd U1e con

tinued expansion of the Red-bellied 

Woodpecker as a record high num

ber was reported on that count (as 

well as Evanston [Nortl1 ShorcJ) All 

compilers lamented !he almost non

existent Red-breasted Nuthatches ar
lcr iasl year ' s  record n umbers (see 

histogram). Additional compiler com

men ts i n c l uded the absence o f  

berry-eating species such as Cedar 

Waxwings and American Robins .  

Evan ston , h o w e ver.  had 1 .76 :1 

American Robins due to an excellent 

hucklhom crop. 
Due to the mild weather, un

usual birds such as S avannah Spar

row and Lincoln' s  Sparrow were 
recorded in the northern circles wiU1 

greaLer frequency and many compil

ers commen ted on the record 
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U1is ha5 on Ille species that visit feed
ers and those found in the field is an 
interesting issue. Jn a recent article, 

Dunn ( 1 995) suggested there is a 

potential problem if the analysis of 

Christmas Coun i data are used to vai

idate population trends for species 

which visit feeders often, particularly 

in more southern latitudes. Dunn 
suggested Lt-tat compilers should 
record birds seen by feeder-watchers 
separate! y from those reported by 
field participants. We strongly urge 
all Illinois CBC compilers to record 
data in this manner, even though 

t11crc is no organized tonn to accom

plish these data collections. In cu1y 

event, the relatively low feeder 

watching effort in our stale may 

inflate certain species totals in just a 
moderate level, an effort, however, 

which cannot be ignored. 

al Chicago Urban. Finally, s upport

ing details were s ubmillcd for the 

week B lue-gray Gnatc;1 tc h e 1·s 

(2 at Carlyle Lake). 

Editor's Note: Dtis year's Christ
mas count period will run from 16 
December 1 995 - 2 January / 996. 
Please contact your compilers tofind 
out fww you can help participate in 
this nationally known scientific and 
social event. 
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Illinois '94 Christmas 
Bird Count: Table 1 

Key to Tables 

Code Description-

cw count week only 

(3 days before or after) 

NC New to the state · s  

Count species list 

nc new species to 

that circle' s  count 

HC all-time High 

Count for the state 

he high count for 

that circle 
* documented species 

8 ::: specimen 

ps present for sometime 

ph photographed 

? Questionable 

or no details 

boldface species/number/ 

item of note 



Illinois Christmas '  94 !\ orthern C ounts Table 2 
SP•cl•s l WAUK EVi\'S C I H U CHI L CALU l\!CHI: BARR FER�! LISL TCPF JOLI MOW! DE KA ILL! ROCK KISH KYCR SRSP TOTALS 

Common Loon I I 
!'ied-biDed Grebe 1 1 3 2 1 6  5 5 
Homf!ld Grebe 6 he 8 
We.rt.em Grebe l ' NC 1 
Double-crested Connora_1t cw I 1 5  1 7 l *nc 
Great Bl•1e Heron 2 6 1 2 1 1  5 2 5 3 z 31 7 l 4 
Great Egret 3*nc, ph 3 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 2 12 1 1 5  
Tundra Swan l •  44*HC 

[Trumpeter Swan] [ 1  "] 1 • nc-im.] 

Mute Swan 14 2 14.J HC 12 7 6 
Snow Goose 5 2 1 2 3 46 1 6 20 3 
Canada Goose 12943 7471 1 0CJ2 he 128 1359 4477 5957 29840hc 13860 1206 1 1 4  l 7206 �698 191-18 6305 310 110 1187 
Wood D01ck 2 8 3 7hc 2 1 2 cw 

Green-winged Teal 3 3 1 4 29 1 
American Black Duel: 99 39 17 4 1 5  3 1  6 0  1 5  1 1  1 1 8  279 24 1 
�!allard 2149 2342 1824 124 l329 5 1 8  1548 2558 1500 '.42  725 4487 297 8035 2169 542 2 458 
Northe:-n Pintail 2 1 1 1 
Blue-winged Teal 3* 
N orthem Shoveler 1 1 2 I cw 1 1  2 
Gad wall 13 5 1: he 1 7  2 SS 1 13 I 167 3 1  cw 
American V..'igeon 1 6  1 6 1 1 1 18 9 4 
Canvasback 10 5 he 9 4 1 8  2 I 1 " 
Redhead 164 HC 3 1 1 nc 6 
Ring-necked Duck 2 22 he 9 1 185 20 2 
Greater Sea.up 165 2815 HC 3 2 
Lesser Scaup 25 4 1 3 '.:649 1 30 00 6 

scaup sp 130 
King Eider l*NC-ph l 
Oldsquaw cw 290 2 I 
Surf Seater 2 S* HC 
Common Goldeneye 241 1431 :13 218 14:! 33 99 72 12 44 850 123 9 9 40 
C. Goldeneye X Hooded M J• 
Buffiehead 92 34 I .j 36 107 HC 5 1 0  1 9  1 
HoodeC Merganser 13 2 2 1 5 2 2 12 41 3-l CW 

Common Merganser 50 7 1 4 0  30 5 4 13 1 5  3084 2107 20hc !34 
Red-breaiited �erganser 95 327 he c o  383 62 4 3 7 
Ruddy D'Jck l l I 1 3 2 I 2 

duck sp. 2 2 4 
Bald Eage 1 1 cw 3 6 
Northern Harrier 1 1 1 I 6 , 4 5 32 2 1 0  
Sh:up-shinned Hawk 2 2 2 I 2 3 3 5 3 l l 2 1 I 6hc I l I 3 
Cooper';; Hawk 2 5 he .l 4 4 2 5 7 3 2 3 1 I 3 s I 5 I 1 
Northern Goshawk 1 2 I CW 

accitpit1�r sp. 1 2 2 I 
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 2 1 2 
Red-tailed Hawk 38 53 he 8 2 5 1  69 5 1  I 93hc 1 13 C.7 39 70 2 6  28 109hc 7 1  4 48 
Rough-legged Hawk CW l 5 2 2 2 I 5 4 5 6 1 6  1 9  3 4 3 
�A...merican Kestrel 13 1 9  17 he 2 46 18 36hc 54hc 39 - · o 28 21 23 26 4Dhc 39 18 
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Illinois Christmas' 94 

Speclo• WAUK 

�lerlrn 

Peregrine Falcon 

hawk sp 1 

falcon sp. 
Gray Pm<.dg< R!ng-nec._,d Pheasant 

Wild. Turkey 

Northern Bobwhite 

Virgima·Rail 

Common f\Joorhen 
American Coot 209 

Sandhill Crane 

Killdeer 

Common Smpe 
Bonzparte'! Gull 39 

[Mow <Jolll 
Rmg-5illed Gull 1218 

Hming'Gull 411 

ThaY""" Gull 7 HC 

Les.er Bbck-backed Gull 

Ol:iucoll> Gull 2 
Groat Black-backed Gull 

l!'.ill.sp. 240 

Rock Dove 1 7 1  

Mo� Dove 458 

Eastern Screech-Owl 1 0  

Groat Homed Owl 8 

Barred Owl 1 

Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 

owl sp 
Belted Kingfisher 2 
Red-headed W<iodpccktr 
Red-bollied Woodpecker 4' 

Yellow-bc)licd Sapsucl:;er 
Dbwnv WoodpeC1ker 96 

Haily Woodpecker 23 

Nonhan Flicker 8 

Pileated Woodpecker 
woodll«ket sp. 

Homed Lark 2 

Blue Jay 82 
Amtric:an Crow 379 

Blflclc-<:ap]>Cd Chickadee 528 

Tufted Tio:nouse 2 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 

\\'hite-breasted Nuthatch 48 

Brown Ctceper 1 3  

Carolina \1./ren 

EVNS 

3 

cw 

11 he 
cw 

cw* 

2073 

1072 

1 

1-12 

664 

396 

19 

9 

2 
1 3  

68 he 

1 7 1  

55 

1 7  

l "  

7 

123 

1 3 1 5  

644 

3 

3 

87 

5 1  

2 

CHI U CHI L CALU �!CHE BARR 

2 3 "  

1 2 

22 4 
5 

1� 
6 he 604 lOhc 

70 HC cw-3 

2 

10 1 

1280 he 1813 3 1 15 103 1746he 

244 26.l 4733 27 1 17 

2 1 
cw 2· 

1 • 

441 35 104 

2300 491 1235 873 666 

125 549 449 143 

3 6 

8 4 6 7 

3 

1 

1 

4 2 2 4 
1 1 l l  2 

13 he 27 3 4  40hc 

1 2 1 1 
1 2 1  3 68 69 103 

39 he 5 9 8 

1 I I  3 9 

I 
2 5 1  9 

40 164 :!2� 79 

1070 7 1955 827 789 

24 1 2 1 1  473 366 

2 23 

l 2 12 l 

29 29 66 32 

3 3  l l 15 

cw 

Northern C ounts Table 2 
FER!\! LISL TCPF JOLI l\IOW! DE KA ILL! ROCK KISH KYCR SRSP TOTALS 

1 '"'nc 

l "nc, ph 

2 6 

2 
15 '.? 

94 2 q o 1 27 14 48 9'.: lG 2 6 

5 5 6 

:nc 

I I 1 

I 
1 10 6 590 I 6 52 

18 

cw 

1 1 4 1 

150 

I-cw 

393he 1295 51 213 297 7 1637 1 1  1 9  276 

504hc 445 3 1 9  2 199 87 CW 1 IOhc 333 

cw* 

1 

1 

49 77 36 85 1 9 

435hc 1282 3�2 3-l9 22..t . 183 125 964hc 930 67 199 

529 3 04 369 523 134 203 22 758hc 625 1 9  2 1 ::  

1 2  18 3 3 2 5 3 3 

18 1 9 ) 5  5 2 3 7 2 Jhc 12 3 3 

1 1 2 1 6hc 4 '3 
l 6 

3 1 

2 ) 
8 5 1 2 7 3 1 7 1 0 l ! 
3 18 48 4 9 3 4 2 -l 
43 97 53 10 27 1 0  2 0  63hc 62 2 53 

3 2 '.? 
170hc 182 64 30 81 37 35 17·1 98 I I  64 

20 18 7 7 13 7 7 33 27 2 I 1 
27 64 10 3 1.1 5 9 35 29 2 7 

1 1 
I 

149 1 2 1 5  00 466 74 105 155 105 208 

106 369 2..1..1 35 77 59 24 264he 2 0 1  37 1 1 0  

994 1 1 62 593 258 293 947 167 2 1 7 1  1748 155 273 
657hc 848 2 1 1  '.203 172 76 80 451 340 28 217 

12 15 50 2 6 '.'5 25 28 7 57 

12 4 I '.? 1 6  2 ) 
79hc 155 80 12 37 16 31 147 1 0 1  7 77 

45hc :i.:: 3 1 2  3 9  1 0  1 3  71hc 95 HC 24 

3 1 1 l l cw 3 
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Soeclu I WAUK EVNS C H! l:  CHI L CALU l\ICHlc BARR 

Winter \i/ren 3 cw cw 2 1 

Gold•n-orown•d Kin!llcl 4 4 1 
R.ul�y-cr.vwned Kmglet. 1 l 
w=.3luebird I 
Hermit Thrush 1 4 he 

Cathur11s ..t1;1. 
American Robin 287 1763 52 4 21  9 152 
Gray Ca:bird l •  

NOI1llerI1 Moc!O=bi.ro 
.Brov.11 Thrasher 
Ce&.r Wuwino 90 105 18 26 �3..t 

Nor1hcm Shrike 3 2 l l 1 l 
EurOPOW'I S!llrlin� 4847 2-1:!28 he 3200 81 3625 1371 1476 

Nash..,·me Warbler 1"' nc 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 8 1 1  13 3 

Northern Cardinal 225 362 195 5 175 185 :?..JO 
Rufous-�ided Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 24..t 222 43 400 344 306 

Field Sparrow '.' 
Savannah Sparrow 

Fox Spa.now cw l l 1 

Song Sparrow n 50 2� he 34 33 47 

Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 1 6  he 1 5 38 1 4  I 
White-throated Sparrow 3 8 ..t2 he 2 6 

\Vhite-crov.ned Sparrow 4 2 7 2 
Dark-eyed Junco 384 645 :02 1 1  513 541 1006 

Lapland LongspUI' I Sjl 4 

Snow Bmting j 

sparrow sp. 
Red-win:,ed Blackbird 4270 18 5 )061 3 1  

Eastern Meadowlark 2 1 

meadowlark sp. 
Rusty Blackbird 1 

blackb'rd sp. I 400 

Commor.. Grackle 321 87 l" he 26 38 2 
Brown-headed Cowbird 7 6  3 7  2 45 4 

Purple Finch 3 5 7 2 
�fouse Finch 347 231 28.t 6 22:2 1 4 6  355hc 

Red Cro,.sbill 

Pine Sbkin 7 

American Goldfinch 234 289 174 he 10 258 147 107 

Evening Grosbeak: 
House Sparrow 910 9 1 5  2900 97 858 1253 675 

exotics: lMonk Paral«:et] [�] [6] 127 HC) [ 1 8] 

[Ringed-turtle Dove] 

Total species 73 78 73 27 73 60 60 

Total individuals 32450 50846 15778 4309 30463 12668 16675 

Northern Counts 
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3 1 3 2 

3 18 cw 6 

2 1 

3 12 

'.' 
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293hc 4 1 6  l 17 7 3 

2 
l l 

:Z31 82..t 

4hc :l 2 
2283hc ..t2..t4 1 150 1475 2750 139 1 

l 41 6 

320 325 235 90 1 7 1  7 6  

1 

] )97 840 787 223 544 101 

6' 1 

l * 
cw I 2 

69 63 18 32 18 48 

l '"nc 

l '.'  1 0  4 2 5 

5 23 14 I 35 ti 
l 1 34 4 

7 1 9  597 ):25 349 519 366 

39 5 

2 :w 4 

26 24 16 24 l 278 l 

7hc 1 9 

1 
2 1 l 12 47 

50 

3 CW 53 970 

CW -;w 96 I 22 4 

4 5 

288hc �53 283 123 \ 3 1  7 9  

l 3 

298 4 15 :87 92 60 39 

-fZ2 930 1183 47(• 983 463 

[2-cw] [34] 
70 66 54 67 76 45 

43278 31207 'n38 7416 27655 7324 

ILL! ROCK 

19 

1· 

1 

l 
3 

182hc 

4hc 

2105 2823 

57 343 

1 

2U 720 

2 3• 

l 
l I 

19 202 

l"'nc 

8 '.'3 
I 9 2 

1 1 

j 38:2 1672 

10 1:26 

329 13 

1 1 6  1 

I 

283 

200 

4 4 

2 508hc 

1 
2 4 

48 298 

3 
332 1605 

68 70 

36714 22791 

KISH KYCR 

3 

8 
Pnc 

1 7  

l*nc 

416hc 

4hc I 
5652 389 

She 

308 21 

2 
1248 35 

1· 

57 l 

6 

3 

1261 46 

30 

230 

2 

1 
1 

.1 

657hc 24 

150 53 

1186 15 

59 28 

16824hc 1050 

Table 2 
SRSP TOTALS 

5 

l 
l 

5719 I 
l 

l 

106 
I 

446 

16 

I 
2 

1::::24 

I 
2174 

I 

1034 

j.;51 

60 

139 

5 1 0  

[55] 
[34] 

63 

18029 

' 
i 
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Illinois Christmas '94 

SPECIES 
Common Loon 
Rcd-tlrro>ted Loon 
Pi"'1·bill•d Grebe 
l:!nmod Grebe 
Oouble-�.:d Corrnormt 

Gr�t Blue Heron 
il'undrn. Swan 

[Trurnpet<I" Sw.onl 
Mure Swan 
Gre:l."te'r \Vhite-franted Goose 

SnowGoo;e 
Ci.lnado Goose 
Wood Duck 
G<e<m•"'"™ Teal 

Am�can Black Duck 
Mnlliml 
!North= Pint:iil 
NOrthem Shoveler 

Godwnll 
Amenc•n W"ig<!on. 
Corw .. b•ck 
Ri:dhead 
lting-,i.oeked Duck 
Gro:1torSe.up 
Lessor So�up 
�ldsquaw 
A>llllllOn Gcldcm:yc 
iBWlleherui 
'Hooded Merg<...mer 
Crunmon Me�or 
Rcd-breull:d Mergaruor 
Ruddy Duck 

Tuikey Vulture 
Bal� F .. o!e 
N'orthem Harrier 
:Shorp·slunned Hawk 
Coopers Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 
Ri:d..,hou!d..-ed Hawk 
Ri:d-Iailed Hawk 
Ro11Ph.Jcgged Hawk 
Goldc:nJ:agic 
Amencnn Kcstrel 

Mcilin 
hawk sp. 

Ciay-Pllrtridl!c 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
1Vl!<i Turkey 
North= Bobwhite 

Chukar (in !All 

FREE 

1 

70 

5 1  

3 

74 

2 

1 5  

4 

I I 
WTPN PR.US 

1 2  

3 
786 4910 

4 

35 130 

l 
1 0  
1 7  

I 
10 

90 
20 

I 
I 

4 21 
3 1 
1 3 

1 

33 3 1  
18 I 

I 
1 8 1 1  

I 
2 

45 

rNorrhern 
VANP SCl-l<I. SA\"A I CL IA PC L<I. 

I 
1 

2 2 
15 he 

I 
I 

553 143 95 
4 

33 2 
97 898 229 

I I 
8 
l l 

2 358 he 

4 I ill  he 1 

I 
85 1 122 he 28--l 

2 
5 

80 2 4 1 8  150 
4 4 

1 
3* I 
3 CW 19 133 25 

6 cw 7 3 

4 2 3 1 
1 2 1 5 he 
I 1 

l 
29 184 HC 1 6  45 43 he 
5 10 I 1 4 3 

I 1 • 
13 19 24 he 53 

7 
16 cw 5 I 5 

320 HC 6 I I 
1 1  I 1 

I I 

North/Central Count s  Table 2 

I I I l ccnrral I I 
DA IA MU IA MFR\" FCPR CHAM HMWD .BLO.M CLLK DEC.\ I CH1L PEOR CJ-l.\U TOT,\LS 

lnc cw 2 
1* nc I 1 

1 1 6 2 3 2 
3 I 

7 1 2 2 
1 3 3 I 8 3 s 8 - 19 9 ::!6 

I 13 73 

I (6] I 151 1 121 
1 

2*  
10 36 3 :;50 I 2 300 

613 512 258 46 809 1200 2131  r 1 0000 3895 1958 2 1 1 1  51839 r 
2 3 3 nc I 

3� he I 1 124 
7 3 8 2 6::! l 1 8  34 I 2 2 17 

1950 228 298 he 20 132 175 785 I 1382 32� -1322 I 620 201781 
1 2 1 5 I 2 I 2003 
1 I 1 18 he I ,: 4 6 20 

16 he 1 35 19 7 I 1011  
3 2 nc 8 6 ! 4 I 24 

1 2 4 5 I 8 1  

3 1 nc 4 1 1 I 4 
1 cw l 46 he 6 10 

1 • I 4 nc I 
7 1 cw l 65 he 6 i 1 7  

2 nc I 
544 27 cw 4 I 360 r 420 22 8 50 

4 4 9 6 I 17 5 
6 CW I 35 1 0 1 6  

343 105 cw I 5 21 13 136 I 8 4071 
1 1 1 2 I 

1 1 3 I 7 30 
I 

60 40 1 I 18 1 78 
13hc 6 15 he 2 1 8 3 8 2 1 1  1 0  

1 6 2 3 1 2 I 2 
4 1 CW 1 1 2 1 I 1 I 1 

cw I 2 I 7 
1 I I 

65 93hc 18  27 25 16 12 34 I 9 60 32 46 
4 6 4 3 2 :; 2 3 3 

I 
50 38hc 13 21 29 17 1 8  35  1 8  80 30 :.2 

I 1 I 2 
2 1 I 

2� 
17 24 1 9  1 3  30 43 35 29 I 2 2 i 2i 
1 1 2  15 2 30 I 3 I cw 

l 3 1  20 1 3  I 
f7ncl I I I 



I llinois Ouistmas '94 North/Central Counts Table 2 

I I Northern I I I !Central I l 
SPECIES FREE WIPN J'RJN I VA_'IF' SCHA. I SAVA CL IA I PC JA DA L� I MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM l:[M\\D I .BLOM I CLLK DECA CHIL I PEOR ClL.\cU TOTALS 

�erican CoJt I 1 129 7 ! 98 he 29 1 05 2� 
Killdeer l l l I 2 3 1 5  I 1 0  l I 12 

Common Snioc I l 1 l I 2 1 
Bon•.i>ill'll:'• Gull I 300 he 1 07 he 
llllrur-bill•d Gull 100 �6 468 137 191 1241 163 L84 he 15 13 5220 he 7000 85 1 1:'61 162 

Herring Gull 3 123 75 591 122 483 63 2 I 2D 4 I 1 9  l 24 
1hayer's Gull I 1 1 I I 
Glaucous Gull l 

gull sp. I 1 18 

Rock Dove 514 137 51 n;i 189 : 3 14) 146 1342 377 19 68 859 50 41 6 1  1 0 3  8 4  472 I 43 
Mourning Dov" 8 ;  61  56 133 39 1 3" 302 he 654hc I 273 225 267 35 1 so 158 203 8 1 209 3 L 6  53 
Eastern Screech-Owl I I cw I 7 4 7 I 8 10 26 I 18 3 i 4 2 1 2 1 
Snowy Owl CW I I I 
Great Horned Owl JQ 4 1 2  3 5 I 10 12 1 1  I 19 5 12 I l l  3 7 8 4 3 2 5 
Barred Owl 2 cw I 1 1 7 10 4 12 6 3 � I 2 4 1 

Lon�-eared Owl I 2 1 2 cw 1 5 1 1 I 
Short-eared Cwl l 2 1 CW 1 I 

�orthem Saw-whet Owl 1 I I 1 nc 3 

Belted Kingfisher I 2 2 3 cw 1 l 4 4 5 6 7 5 3 1 6 1 4 l 4 
Red-headed Woodpecker 3 10 " 6 2 7 30 42 21 l'.' l l  5 2 9 l I 37 7 
Rcd-bollitd Woodpeck� 1� 1 9  1 2  s 21 2 3: 33 63 84 34 68 I 43 3 21 29 16 80 4 6  47 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker I 2 2 1 I 1 
Downy W QC>dpeckm: 3.1 21 15 25 22 1 I 3; 62 160 I 6 1  6 9  105 69 1 1  45 68 3 1  1 01  92 5 1  

Hairv Woodo:cker 6 7 3 4 4 1: 1 6  23 1 2  22 20 1 4 l l  6 1 14 1 6  17 
�orthem Flicker 5 4 8 1 4 5 lE 1 1  8 12  7 8 10 1 1  6 20 7 32 ,, 1 5  

Pileat'!d Woodr:,ecker I 1 2 5 3 4 1 1  1 5  4 1 nc l 3 9 
woodpecker sp. 2 

Homed Lark 431 27 l 167 38 2 9 3 42 4 436 17 171 58 33 140 51 34 16 

Blue Jay � 103 16 '" 162 49 94 1 1 4  2 1 9  217 l l l  163 1 58 43 43 162 42 164 1119 228 

�erican Crow 204  285 193 3�70 380 57 22'7 273 999 387 52000 82.:5 648 1 45 373 613 431 371 630 2 4 1  

Black-capped Chickodee 8:  87 2" 1 25 72 1 0  12:! 147 537 :'.54 cw 4 so, 34 143 284 85 278 232 1 1 5  
Carolin� Chickadee 122 212 42 

1rutted Titrnm:s•! l� 27 1 8  8 16 3c j 28 60 51 80 253 .10 6 65 29 47 120 78 44 

!Red-breasted )1•1thatch 3 3 I 4 l 2 3 3 l cw 5 3 2 4 4 3 

;white-brcaste1 Nuthatch 3� 45 20 21 18 8 53 51 187 63 52 1 31 41 1 4 24 24 14 84 64 6 1  

�f!lWaC=per j 8 I n 17 23 53 I 1 5  15 2 1  4 0  9 2 8 7 1 2  1 2 

Carolina Wren 1 I 3 6 I 2 27 32 35 I 7 9 36 5 "1 1 1  
�inter Wren I I l 2 4 l 3 2 I cw 1 

Marsh Wren I I I 
:Golden-crowned Kinglet I 6 2 23 1 0  3 I 4 6 I 6 +  4 sp 3 4 12 
Ruby-crowned :<mglet I 2· I I 1 

'Efist-em Bluebird 3 cw 6 9 I 16 5 8 4 18 

Hennit Thrust_ l 

!American Robin l 1 1 5  I 5 l I 5 8 2 5 16 5 t: 7 
Gray Catbird I l "  l cw I 
N orthem Mockingbird l 2 1 3 4 4 

Brown Thrasher I l 

!American Pipit 1· I !cedar W axwin,g l 5 17 9 I 7 1 0  26 l l 2 35 2 44 l l  35 

�orthem Shrike I l l l I l '  I I I l* nc 33 
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Illinois Christmas '94 

Sl'ECIES FREE 

Loggerhead Shrike 
Emopeon StWJng 1947 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Northern Cardinal 54 
American Tree Spmow 245 
Chipping Sparrow 

!field Sparrow 
Vesper Soarrow 
Sav�ah Sparrow 
Le Conte's Sparrow 

Fox Sparrow 
Song S1Jtim:rw 15 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swarn_p Sparrow 
\Vhite-throated Somow 
W'.hire-croww.tl SJ)anow 
Dark-ey�d Junco 674 
I..opl:lnd Lo=nur 203 
Snow BWlting 2 

Red-winged Blackbird 
EasWn Meadowlark 
Rusty Blackbird 

blackbird sp. 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Commcn Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 6 
Purple Finch 6 
House Finch 160 
Red Crossbill 
Pine Sisbn 3 

IAmcricon Goldfinch 67 
Evening Grosbeak 
House Sp:irrow 1 1 90 

Eur:isim Tree Sp:mow 
Total.Species 39 

Total Individuals 6323 

WTPN 

658 

75 
43 

3' 

4 

197 

l 
3 

152 
5 

l27 

206 

40 

J264 

I Northern I 
PRIN VANP SCHtl. 

I I 
672 I 486 755 

17 107 1 13 
383 238 254 

I 
5 

JO 10 4 

4 5 
5 l cw 
1 8  29 cw 
1 1 1  494 862 

14 
cw 

3 1 3  

I 
I 

4 cw 
203 4 

26 CW 
35 252 125 

CW 
16 4 1 1 1 1 9  

1 

422 683 98l 

I 1 I 
I 56 66 38 

I 7861 7903 4744 

North/Central Counts 

I I 
SAVA CL IA PC IA DA IA I MU I.A MF'RV FGPR 

I 2* he 1 .  l 
26 10 16  1298 3051 I 2757 1504 1 682 

I 
9 rn 168 7 1 7  232 215 251 
38 321 491 1464 732 535 300 

2• 
2 8 I 

I 
I 

I 6 

20 25 JOI 70 68 I 90 

2 1 6  50 23 he 44 I 9 
l 4 43 1 2  17 62 

3 6 CW I 2 
5 1  259 393 1 1 1 6  757 670 I 603 

1 15  15 I 1 97 cw 
1 0  3 l 

1 l 104 3 5 12  
l 1-sp 3 2 1 

4 
300 

2• 
4 9 1 9  

90 I 83 12 30 

1 3  3 34 10 l 
85 he 62 316 he 104 370 262 

1 1  I JO 
6 82 95 224 166 339 2 � 1  

6 630 707 2968 2125 485 450 

26 71 62 89 67 62 55 
863 8321 5790 20255 10339 58756 14172 

Table 2 

I I I Central l 
CHAM llMWD BLOM CLLK I DECA CHIL I PEOR C&\U TOTALS' 

l'" nc I I 1 •  

7382 2 1 5  I 794 :293 6868 I 3 1 1 9  5064 1723 
2 I I 

-t20 54 154 16'7 '73 I 182 ! 224 11 4  
3-16 3 332 562 85 572 263 457 

I !*[ED] 
l 3 4 2 2 

1 ·  
4 he I 

l nc, ps 
I I 2 I 

128 8 I I  25  64  7 7  88 200 
1 *nc 1 • 

1 2  27 1 5  71 24 6 2 1 8  
15  3 I l l 20 23 
13 l l 6 25 24 

472 77 129 279 278 401 559 465 
55 I 55 
1 
3 2 180 100 he 194 1 0 1 6  226 
1 6  1 I 20 3 ; 2 

I 7 l 
I 

3* nc 
3 405 8 2 13 30 4 

150 2 2 3 1  I 1 6  5 

1 1  I 47 10 5 9 I 3 1 2  
132 21 62 "5 I 27 ::.s I l 18 26 I 

6 
2 6 2 4 
59 1 1  1 1  327hc 25 I 133 303 6-B 

I 4 
169-1 482 335 670 75l ! 1 532 1"33 5 1 0  

I I 67 
68 43 62 88 78 68 52 85 

U575 3334 5930 24575 21305 15696 16014 268227 



Illinois Orristma.s '94 Central/S ouLi Counts Table 2 
Central I I r South I ! I I 

Species CRLIL SPFD RUSli MERE WMER BURL QUIN LINC BIRD KASK RDLK MARf CROR CYCR CALK UNION l!SLK COLL \\ltsV PBIR ELSA TOL>,.LS 

Cornman Loon I l + l sp. I O HC I IS 
Pied-billed G;eOe 15 I I 7 22 I 2 4 I 4 I I I I 108 
Homed Grebe 2 2 + 2  sp. I I  I I 3 I I 36 
Amoric:ia Whit< P•ban 2• 1· 3 

Double-crested Connor.mt l 846HC 9 I I 39 6 938 
Great Blue Henn 46 7 26 24 46 16 7 7 128 93 40 36 : 1 4  8 0  he 8 1 2  34 s 920 
Mute Swan CW l 136 

swansp. 2 so. 2 
Greater \Vlrite-fronted Goose I 62 HC nc I 5'1hc 30 he 1 53 
Snow Goose l I 10000 533 6500 IOSO s 10 95 15858HC 34745 

Ross' Goose I l 1· P nc 3 
Canada Goose 1938 3500 230 243 480 1 179 273 231 100 20 3S000 61000 I 1 000 2SOOC 56000 6900( 471 3 1 0  653 34 4S45''9 

Wood Duck 3 CW 3 3 13 30 ' 1 1 5 hc 14 3 2 303 
Green-winged Teal 60 cw 3 l 38 7 56 1 6 1  1 6  3 2  572 
American Black Duck 4<I 18 1 9  I 381 76 48 125 78 3 1  3 7  2 1 (•8 
Mallard 14091 916 3839 39S 75 333 244 10500 678 5559 13000 10000 750 1052 1 5  1 1 Sl7 34 3196]0 
Northern Pintail 8l cw 4 l 29 6 36 ISO 2 I S  50 2394 
Blue-winged Teal 5• 2• I 3 18 #7 nd 31 
North� Shoveler 11 I l 9 24 289 IS6 1 2 1  1 9 22 1 6  i�O 
Gad wall 44 68hc I 3 6 120 128 232 82 975hc 21 16 s 31 3314 

American Wigrnn II cw 2 60 33 41  6 1  96 15 n 46·) 
Canvasback 157 3 6 90 s 4 8 2S 75 9 s ;10 1 2 1 1  
Redhead 5 cw l s 1 9  3 9 :!8 25� 
Ring-neckod Duck 30 cw l l 8 1 4  3 153 603 1 75 7 l I 11)30 2922 

Greater Scauo J I 2914 
Lesser Scaup 73 15 6 7 l+l so. 1 8  I 34 56 51 3 12 s Bl 19 3920 
Oldsquaw 2 l 29 7 
Suri"Scoter 3•nc 1-cw I 1• nc 12 

Common Goid(�neve 1 1  500 2 2 12 363 76 I 1027 37 15 I ll6 9 8432 
Buffiehead I 7 4 l 44 97 2 I l 24 53 .i 
Hooded Merganser 2 I 60 l I 218 223 s 1 4  34  2 8 4 7511 

Common Me-rganser 407 42 330 89 "35 7 1 0  22 6 s 12 l ll5 
Red-br�asted �{erl!aJISer 2 l I 143 10 9 8 4 1 1 23 
merganser sp. I I I 

Ruddy Duck 24 l l 3 1 2  5 1 3 3 4s l (.(J 
duck ·sp. I I 26 34 

Black Vulturo I I I 69 33 JC·:: 

Turlo:y Vultur< l 195 I 7 2 I 6 I 236hc 8 169 I 62�1 
Bald Ea_gle 46 l07 92 96 86 2 I 5 6 3 3 27 18 2 ! S I  7 l l3S 
Northern Harrier 24 cw 6 1 1  7 l 8 1 7  I I 23 3 7J HC 13 13 6 4 7 4 I 35:: 
Sharp-shinned Hawk j l 2 4 l 3 7 2 6 l 2 2 5 3 I I S1 
Coooer's Hawk .!i cw 5 2 l I I l 9 HC I 5 2 2 S he 3 I l 1 2(• 

accitpiter sp. 3 3 I I 1 3  
Red-shouldered Hawk 2 I l 6 17 l l1 7 3 59 
Red-tailed Haw:, 74+1Hib 29 5 67 37 50 28 74 35 16 61 2 30 122 30 53 40 40 64 62 5 27<17 
Rough-legged Hawk 3 l l 2 8 6 l 6 2 7 I l 2 l 1 9 1  

!Golden Eagle I 2 
[American Kestr::l 16  23 3 15 19 '.15 30 33 35 1 2  6 8  6 1 6  lll HC 17 61 he 39 49 28 20 7 1624 
Peregrine Falcon 1 •  I 7 

hawk sp. 8 9 4 36 
Ring-necked Pheasant 17 cw 18 8 7 3 l 4 684 

!Wild Turkey 1 7 18 38 5 6 1 2  l 18 j 58l 
Northern Bobwhite 6 5 2 8 20 2 14 1 5 26 27 6 1  I 32 49 46 393 
Sora 1 • I l 
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Illinois Christmas '94 

SD eel es I CRLK SPFD 

Sandhill Crane 
!American Coot 72 16 

Killdeer 
Lesser Yellow1ee:s 
Greater Yello�ieg.( 

Least Sandpiper 
Cornmon Snipe I 
.American Woodcock 
Bonaparte's Gull 1 00 
Rin•-billed Gull 593 5600hc 

Jf<rring Gull 7 50 
Tha)l<(• Gull 
Glaucous Gull cw-2nd YX 
Lesser Black-backed Gull CW 

gull sp 
Rock.Dove 1 05 1 46 
Mounmig Dove 67 548hc 
Eastern Screech-Owl 2 1 1  

Greal Horned Owl 8 8 

Baned Owl 2 1 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 

owl sp_ 
Belted Kingfisher 5 5 
Red-headed Woodpecker 9 5 

[Red-bellied Woodpecker 4 9  6 1 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 cw 

Dov.nvWoodpo.cki:r 59 90 
Haily Woodpecker 1 3 7 
Northern Flicker 28 29 

'Pileated Woodpecker 1 2  9 
woodpecker sp 

Eo.st.emPhoebe 
Horned Lark 4 2  1 02 
Blue Jay 81 196 

American Crow 508 620 
Fish CroW 

IB!>tk..:an�• Chickadee 80 143 
C""'lin$ Chicl;ldo< 
Tufted Titmouse 60 19 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 3 cw 

White-breasted Nuthatch 74 38 
Brown ,� 8 13 

-arolina Wren 60 46 
House Wren 
Winter Wren 2 3 
IUO!d=wned Kinglet 10 cw 

!Ruby-crowned 1Gnglet I 
Eastern Bluebird 5 
Hermit Thrush 

American Robin 2 33 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird I 10 
Brown Thrasher 

I Central 
RUSH MERE WMER 

I 

3 

I 
947 146 
40 40 

4 59 165 
13 133 108 

1 4 6 
1 5  
5 
2 

2 

2 4 7 
3 6 9 

1 5  4 5  4 5  
1 

17 30 62 
2 8 I5 
2 21 13 

3 8 

36 33 

52 126 73 

98 4575 2655 

74 73 195 
53 68 33 

2 

24 30 84 
5 6 

I 1 8  3 

1 5  2 

10 12 4 

l 2 
5 

Central/S outh Counts 

BURL QUIN LINC BIRD KASK RDLJ< MARJ 
I ·  

254 J 5 ! 2  
2 7 ! !3 I 5 !  

I J•NC 
J'NC 

I 16 HC 
2 

I 2 
220 

99! !86 I 3 6 1390 
120 7 J 9 

I 

I l l  I 
136 140 109 18 I 67 8 
203 37 204 320 3 168 53 

l 8 

2 2 1 I 18 
5 3 1 1 2  

2 
4 

2 
5 3 6 3 10 
6 8 20 9 l 58 2 

34 36 60 28 2 59 2 
6 
31 30 62 29 3 58 1 
7 4 1 IO 1 27 1 
1 2  6 20 9 52 2 
1 4 6 I 

5 
I 

18 15 56 422 55 
108 70 95 155 26 254 30 
5 1 3  209 401 346 I I  315 16 

308 1 0 1  6 + 2 so. 5 15 
1 1 5  84 218 

40 56 130 8 1 20 143 3 

2 I 
37 46 44 28 3 34 
13 I 4 2 18 
9 1 5  1 7  7 2 1 1 4  

l I 6 
12 I I 1 16 

5 
10 42 33 16 94 4 

2 
3 9 4 64 

I 3 16 4 26 5 
2 1 

Table 2 
I South I I I I 

CROR CYCR CALK I lll'!ON HSLK COLL Wll.BV Pil!B ELSA TOTALS 
I 90 

275 l l 7  448 5 50 980 4372 
4 225 he 2 89 253 6 !O 7 818 

3 
3 

I 16 
I I I O  4 1  
I 3 

37 30 1004 
185 48 1 0000 20 1 1 5  2098 24 29J 48 55773 
26 30 8 4 1 24-.tO 

I 1 4  
4 
2 

1 8  1467 
9 47 50 29 I 18 5 1 5  10 22 57 130i3 

1 18 762 93 8 1 8  505 245 222 29 14059 
3 1 2  2 5 3 I 242 
3 19 I I  1 2  1 2 2 1 402 
5 26 3 9 6 l 1 1 65 

28 
1 9 HC 3 39 

6 
1 1  1 6  4 22 9 4 6 8 I 254 
49 7J8JIC 1 209 149 5 35 19 1 1677 
69 201 14 178 131 3 1 57 1 1 2  2 9  2603 
4 1 1  2 1  1 1  3 3 80 

48 179 24 185 97 25 48 97 12 3848 

5 !09 HC 2 59 20 1 l l  1 8  1 8 1 5  
55 2 9 1 HC 7 150 147 17 85 34 1 4  1441 
13 84 2 95 24 5 22 I 22 373 

8 

l l I 3 
235 247 10! 110 24 5 28 5840 

256 64 1 90 343 424 50 441 96 45 8254 
1 96 153 162 160 48 291 233 2 1 0  78 96939 

1 nc I 
47 231 62 9725 

171 435 1 14 433 182 22 87 2237 
83 315 57 312 180 14 82 2 1 1  63 3368 
2 7 I 2 I 112 

32 147 5 118 67 6 36 103 32 3090 
5 19 2 20 1 5  I 12 5 4 880 

55 254 1 8  250 1 1 4  15 31  59 1 6  1298 
1 1 

4 17 I 34 23 I I 126 
30 166 9 1 1 0  8 3 1  8 I 662 
8 29 32 1 8  1 I 104 

68 170 7 199 HC 159 he 5 80 1 2  I 1 0 1 6  
2 3 9 9 l 34 

58 37 5 9 6 7 15 1 0  5 34 1 0  
4 

2 1  85 1 14 33 26 20 6 1 2  306 
4 4 13 I 1 I I 30 



Illinois Christmas '94 Central/Sou th Counts Table 2 

Central I South I I 
SD•!cles CRLK SPFD RUSH MERE WMER BURL QUIN LINC BIRD I KASK RDLK MARI CROR CYCR CALK UNION HSLK COLL WRBV PEMR I ELSA TOTALS 

Amencan Pipi1 I I l" I I I I 3 

Cedar Waxwini:; 6 35 34 1 9  I 5 25 25 39 I 2 I 1 1 I l 4 1 13 25�:f 

Lo�erhead Strike I 1 .  7 8 2 sp. 3 26 I 9 I 4 10 1 0 g:; 
European Stmling 832! 1667 650 1 41 2  463 i045 876 1960 1715 1 087 1 4000 405 923 7515 1437 700 1300 2976 217 4133 126 166:·54 

Orang�crowned Warbler cw• 1 '  I 
(Northern Par ula} [l"'cwl [1-cw] 

YeUow·rumped Warbler l 1 I 4 8 30 178 75 4 396 

Pinc Warbler i •  nc 5'HC 6 
tommon Y cllowthroat I I 2· 2• he I 4 

warbler sp� I I 
!Northern Cardinal 1:4 271 53 184 176 208 135 243 292 19 495 19 272 692 242 494 512 138 404 276 223 1 24l8 

Indigo Bunting 2 •  2 
Rufous-sideci. Towhee l 21 16 23 I 5 26 1 8 1 0 5 
!American Tree Sparrow 3;0 2 1 4  5 231 1044 246 155 75 16 60 9 258 1 3 1  63 1 4  29 29 ·•2 185'29 
Chipping Span ow I 1 ·  4 
Field Sparrort 2 4 12 6 1 2 I 5 I 26 27 172 3 26 108 2 5 440 
Vesper Sparrow 1· 1 •  3 
Savannah Sparrow 2 I 46 6 20 lie 41 7 132 

Le Contc's Soarrow l 23 I 3 21 
fox Sparrow 8 6 1 3 I 7 7 l 50 38 96 2 2 ]] 2Si 

Song Sparrow 382 84 l 127 1 10 28 79 49 I I  169 29 600 83 89·1 HC 707 33 62 1 3 1  4 535 1 

Lincoln's Sparrow 1" l "  � · E 
Swamp Sparrow 3 1 8  1 3  1 2 13 5 34 I 65 8 374 47 654 HC 139 4 1 0  70 24-16 

White-throated Sparrow 103 33 23 6 6 hc 1 1  44 4 12 5 254 56 269 69 696 896 19 84 145 6 31C5 

[White-crowned Sparrow 79 6 3 7 l 25 19 5 22 6 194 23 73 77 20 26 127 8�:i 

Harris' Sparrow 1 ·  I 
Dark-eyed Junr.o 37.5 289 122 299 544 ,143 224 361 I 98 8 243 14 246 358 1 17 :.68 396 90 I 139 324 1 75 250·12 

Lap}ami Longspur 2 1 2  2 31 18 66 9 92 100 1 

Snow Bunting 24 I I I 62·1 

Red-winged Bl,ckbird 148 300 49 150 1 0  I 41 9600 2 7077 I 17380 5527 700 10000 1948 22 1 9  692'16 

Eastern Meadowlark 13 2 28 83 22 79 45 19 346 Ii 1 1 7  77 5 102 1025 

meadowlark :;p. 1 I l 
Rusty Blackbird 30 3 22 I 274 10 43 102 11 47 8 6:.6 

blackbird sp. I 4 7390 1000000 10250 l l l  1018506 

Common Grac:.<le 54 229 25 2 3 1 21 264 45 36,500 50 9920 83217 3620 I 11 9000 123 6051 749 l 5322J 

Brown-headed Cowbird 16 1 2 2 23 86 334 150 22 1615 257 I 133 1000 15 51 205 6499 

Purple Finch 3 8 3 3 CW 1 1 15 1 5  7 3 2 2 291 

House Finch 7 88 34 24 7 48 262 103 79 27 24 221 598 703 HC 263hc 43 136 94 14 9 1 6 1  

Pine Siskin 3 3 I I 6 1  

_!\roerican Goldfinch 394 95 158 407 87 105 1 76 38 62 5 60 5 70 156 359 373 154 43 58 128 103 943J 

Evening Grosbeak 4 

House SDarrcw 462 879 271 536 742 <160 787 9 1 6  1225 53 381 9 5 1  836 998 235 177 326 130 1n 145 44�5f: 

Eurasian Tree fparrow 242 87 28 333 31 he 51 40 I 20 I l l  24 1041 

Totai rpecies 82 71 36 67 75 73 47 53 70 33 102 26 90 98 87 n 90 73 69 86 39 

Total individualr 3064!1 1 7506 2022 14679 8460 7203 4705 5832 6540 8789 IZ5141 863 J 1083908 135.588 66850 78801 98407 2 1446 10213 42672 1419 



Shorebirds at O'Hare 

Post Office Ponds 

by Richard B iss 

Golden Plover drawing by Brian K. Willis. 

In 1994, I observed 
three additional shore
bird species, Americ<m 
Woodcock (25 April, l 
in di victual), Willet (25 
April ,  1 individual),  m1d 
Western Sandpiper (7, 
1 1, and 1 4  Sept . ,  l 

out on one day, and totally flooded 
the next day. One inch of rain easily 
produces a fool or water in this area. 
I don ' t  know what the City o f  
Chicago plans L o  d o  w ith these 
ponds. I saw surveyors there much 
of 1 992. Hopefully U1is area will not 
be destroyed in Ule near future, con
sidering how few shorebird locations 
there are in Chicagoland. 

While mailing an urgent 
leLLcr for my wife, Mary, on 17 May 
1993 at the 24-hour O ' Hare Post 
Office, I discovered a new shorebird 
location which I have called lhe 
O' Hare Post Office Ponds for obvi
ous reasons. I heard a Semipalmated 
Plover and saw all Lhc habitat there, 
but unfortunately il was midnight 
and I didn' t  have my binoculars, so I 
was unable Lo bird there until the 
next morning. 

When I returned, I saw 1 14 
shorebirds of nine species including 
one Wilson's  Phalarope, 50 Least 
Sandpipers, 20 Semipalmalcd Plovers, 
and 1 5  Dunlins. An unusual interior 
record of the Sanderling was observed 
U1ere at 6:30 a.m. on 28 May 1993. 
The species is a common spring and 
fall migrant along Lake Michigan 
and an occasional mignmt elsewhere 
in U1e state (I3ohlcn 1989). 

High counL<; for 1 993 included 
14 shorebird species on 1 2  Sept. and 
1 70 shorebird individuals on 10 July. 
From May through October 1993, I 
saw 2 1  species of shorebirds at U1e 
O'Hare ponds. 

Vol. 4, No. 3 

individual each day) bringing the 
total to 24 (sec table). 

I saw a total of 83 species there 
in 1993 and 1 994. Species that suc
cessful ly nested in 1 993 include 
Canada Goose ( 10  young), Mallard 
(50 young), Kil ldeer (8 young), 
Spotted Sandpiper (6 young), B arn 
Swallow, and Homed Lark (4 young 
and 4 adulls in July). 

The area collects runoff water 
from O' Hare Airport, so water levels 
can fluc tuate tremendously from 
day to day. On many occasions, the 
ponds were almost completely dried 

--

O'Hare Post Office Ponds ' ' 
O ' HARE  CARGO A R E A  RD. ---....... 

� - - -� 
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, 
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/ ' 

MUDF/ ,;I T - - - - - - - -r - - - - - -
FOND - - - - - - -

' ' 

I3 irders can p<u·k next to tJ1e post 
office or along O' Hare Cargo Road 
(see accompanying map). The ponds 
may also be viewed from Irving Park 
Road, bul ilie rapidly moving traffic 
makes observations difficult. 

With the ongoing loss of so much 
shorebird habitat, I never considered 
it possible lo find an <U"ea like this j ust 
eighl minutes from my doorsclp. It 
j ust shows how one can be blessed 
for doing an en-and of mercy . 
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SHOREBIRDS AT 

O'HARE PONDS 

1 993 

Black·bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Sem1-palmated Plover 
Killdeer 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Les�er Yellovvlel:]::> 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
/\udd·r Tu1n;,tunc 
Sanderling 
Sem1palmated Sandp 
Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandp 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Shon-billed Dow1tcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Tolal Shorebird species 
Tolal # Shorebirds 

1993 Continued 

Black-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Serni-palmated Plover 
K illdeer 
Greater Yellowleos 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 
Sem ipalmated Sandp 
L,.11c;:t Sandpiper 
White·rumped S,imdp 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Lona·billed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Total Shorebird species 
Total II Shorebirds 

1993 Continued 

Moy 
1 8  

1 prn 

20 
1 0  

fiO 

1 6  

9 
1 1 4 

2 3  
1 0 am 

28 

3 
36 

0 ' Un-o D�,,...,, ,l ,.. '-:'h ..... -.n.h.:-,J T : ..... 4-
'-' L L U. 1  \,. .I. UllUl.3 UllVI.. \7Ull U .l...Jl�l. 

Shorehirds ��een bel\.VCCn 1993 and 1 �)�)4 at o�Harc Ponds during Lhe months of 
April, May, June, July, August, Seplember, and October include B lack-bellied Plover, 
Golden Plover, Scmipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Willet, Grealcr Y cllowlegs, Lesser Yellow
lcgs ,  S ol itary Sandpiper, Spolted S andpiper, Ruddy Turns tone, S anderling,  
Semipalmatcd Sandpiper, Weslern Sandpiper, Least S andpiper, White-rumped 
Sandpiper, B aird' s Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Duniin, S tilt Sandpiper, Short-billed 
Dowlichcr, Long-billed Dowitcher, Common Snipe, Woodcock, and Wilson's  Phalarope. 
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24 
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28 
4pm 

30 
6pm 

Augual 
3 

Auvu•t 
1 1  
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1 3  

7pm 

Black-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Serni-pelrnated Plover 
Killdeer 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solirary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
'?iuJJy lurns10ne 
Senderling 
Semipalmated Sandp 
lea:;t Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandp 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Shnrt·l:-il!.o!Q 00'.t-'.i!.!.:h'!.f 
Long-billed Dowitdier 
Common Snipe 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Total Shorebird species 
Total It Shorebirds 
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SHOREBIRDS AT 

O'HARE PONDS 

1993 
Conttnued 

Sept O c t  
1 6  2 9  1 1 1  1 2  1 3  1 7  24 2 7  1 1 1  1 3  

6pm 6pm l pm 6 pm l pm Gpm 8•m 6pm 6pm 6pm 6pm flooded 5:46f)ITI 1 0 am Gpm 6pm 9•m 
Black-bellied Plover 1 1 1 
Golden Plover 1 1 
SemJ-palmaled Plover 1 2 2 1 2 
Killdeer B 1 • 20 2 6  6 3  3 0  3 0  20 1 0  1 6 20 25 l G  
Greater Yellowleos 2 8 b 2 1 1 3 1 2 
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 3  a 1 3 1 2 
Solitary Sandpiper 1 1 2 1 
Spatted Sandpiper 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 
Semipalmated Sandp 6 6 1 0  3 4 3 
Least Sandpiper 1 2  2 4 6 2 
White-rumped Sendp 1 1 
Baird's Sandpiper 1 1 1 
Pectoral Sandpiper 24 1 6  1 6  _7 3 2 
Dunlin � 20 62 
Stilt Sandpiper 3 
Short-billed Oowitcher 
Long-billed Oowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Wilson's Phatarope 

Total Shorebird species 3 4 6 6 6 1 2  1 4  1 1  B , 6 • 4 T otel II Shorebirds 2 3  1 3  29 26 4 0  7 B  9 3  6 1  3 2  3 2  1 0  2 7  3 6  4 9  7 0  

1993 Conrlnued 

SHOREBIRDS AT 

O'HARE PONDS 

1 994 April 
1 0  1 3  1 6  1 7  20 23 24 

6:00 PM 2;00 PM 6:00 PM 1 0 :00 AM 3:00 PM 6:00 PM 7AM.3PM 
1 6  20 24 27 3 1  B l ack-bellied Plover 

6:30prn 3pm rain lpm 10am 9•m Golden Plover 

B lack-bellied Plover Semi-palmeted Plover 

Golden Plover Killdeer 1 1  1 4  
Serrn-palmaled Plover Willet 

Kiiideer 1 6 Greater Yellowleos 

Greater Yellowlegs Lesser Yellowlegs 

Lesset Yellowlegs Solitary Sandpiper 

Soh1a1y Sandpiper Spotted Sandpiper 

Spotted Sandpiper Ruddy Turnstone 
Ruddy Turnstone S.mderling 
Sanderling Semipalmated Sandp 

Sem1palmated Sandp Western Sandpiper 
Leas! Sandpiper Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandp White-rumped Sandp 
Baird's Sandpiper Baud's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper Pectoral Sandpiper 4 0  7 8  
Dunlin 30 Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-billed Oow1tcher Short-billed Oowilcher 
Long-billed Oowitcher Long-billed Oowitcher 
Common Snipe Common Snipe 3 
Wdson's Phalarope Woodcock 

Wilson's Phalarope 
To\al Shorebird species 3 0 Total Shorebird species 2 0 3 4 6 
Total II Shorebirds 47 0 Total # Shorebirds 1 1  0 1 1  66 1 0 1  

1994 Continued 

M11y Moy 
2 6  26 2 7  3 0  2 7 9 1 0  1 1  1 3  1 4  1 6  

6:00 PM 9;00 AM J;OO PM 6:30 PM 6'00 PM 1 1 :00 AM 6AM. 6PM 6:00 PM 1 2:00 P M  6:00 PM 7:00 AM B:OO AM 
Black-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Semi-pelmated Plover 4 2 1 6 24 24 1 6  
Killdeer 1 0  1 0  1 2  1 1  1 8  1 2  20 3 3  2 3  1 3  
Willet 1 

Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 2 6 1 1  1 4  1 9  1 0  1 
Solitary Sandpiper a 3 6 2 1  1 8  6 1 
Spotted Sandpiper 3 2 9 1 0  2 0  1 2 1 6 1 3  1 0  
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 
Semipalmated Sandp 8 
Western Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 1 3  1 6 1  1 2 3 1 3 7 1 2 2 63 2 1 
White-rumped Sendp I 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 6  1 0  23 2 9 
Dunlin 2 2 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 6 1 6  
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Woodcock 
Wilson's Phalarope 1 
Total Shorebird species 9 6 1 6 B 1 1  1 0  9 9 7 B 
Total II Shorebirds 3 7 27 6 1  2 2  24 6 6  2 2 6  204 2 1 3  2 0 1  1 2 7 BB 
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i Q!M Cm,fJTJL�d 
Mov June July 
1 6  1 7  l B  24 26 27 2 B  30 1 B  2B 1 2 4 

6;00 PM 1 0:00 AM 1 1 :00 AM 9:00 AM 4;00 P M  6:00 PM 7:00 P M  9:00 A M  6 ; 0 0  A M  9:00 A M  7 : 0 0  P M  6 ; 0 0  PM 1 :00 PM 
B l ack-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Sem1-palmoted Plover 24 6 
Killdeer 1 9  2 6  2 9  1 2  II 1 0 1 6  1 2  1 0  20 86 67 61 
Willet 
GrP.11tP.r v,.ttnw1�gs 3 
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 7  
Solitary Sandpiper 1 3 
Spotted Sandpiper 1 9  1 7 20 1 0  
Ruddy Turnstone 

1 1  1 2  1 0  1 2  1 7  1 4  

Sanderling 
Semipa!mated Sandp 2 
Western Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 1 9  1 2  

3 8  29 
White-rumped Sandp 
Baird's S8ndpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
D!..LD.lln 1 1  1 1  
Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-billed Oowitcher 
Long-hilled Oowitchcr 
Common Snipe 
Woodcock 
Wilson'� Pholnrope 
Total Shorebird species 1 6 6 6 3 6 4 3 2 4 • 
Total II Shorebirds 8 1  / 0  64 30 1 6  2 9  3 2  2 4  1 8 2 6  1 28 1 3 1  1 09 

1 994 ContJnued 

Aug 
6 8 9 1 3  1 6  1 6  1 8  20 23 21 3 9 1 2  1 3  

0:00 A M  6:30 P M  3;00 P M  2:00 P M  6;00 P M  6:00 P M  6;00 P M  1 1 ;0 0 A M  6;00 PM 9;00 AM 1 0;00 AM 9 :00 AM 1 :00 PM 6:00 PM 

Black-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Semi-palmated Plover 
Killdeer 

22 29 4 1  1 9  2 1 48 8 1 4  

Willet 1 6 
Greeter YeUnwh'!Qs 1 2  2 2 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper z 
Spotted Sandpiper 
R11ddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 1 9  1 4  27 G 
Semipalmated Sandp 
Western Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 

26 26 20 8 4  76 68 23 3 
White-rumped Sandp 
Baird's Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-billed Oowitcher 
Long-billed Oowitcher 
Common Snipe 
w-.:-�.d!:c.ci: 
W1lsu 1 ; ' ::  Phalarope 
Total Shorebird species 6 6 0 7 9 6 6 G 6 3 
Total II Shorebirds 66 38 4 1  1 6 2 1 4 8  1 3 8  6 2  6 7  1 8  1 3  1 2  1 6  0 

1 994 ContJnued 

Sept Oct 
1 7  21 /. H  3 0  3 1  7 1 1  1 4 1 8  2 7  6 1 2 26 

2:00 P M  6 : 3 0  PM 7 :00 AM 1 0 :00 AM 6;00 PM 1 1 :00 AM 3:00 PM 9:00 AM 1 0 ;00 AM 9:00 AM 1 1 :00 AM 1 1 :00 AM 1 2 :00 PM 
B l ack-bellied Plover 
Golden Plover 
Sem1-palmated Plover 6 9 2 1 2 

Killdeer 20 1 4  3 9  9 1 2  2 9  8 6  4 2  

Willet 
Greeter Yellowlegs 2 
Lesser Yellowlegs 26 3· 
Solitary Sa1'tdpiper 1 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Sanderling 
Sern1palrnated Sandp 7 69 40 G 4 
Western =..:andp1per 1 

Least Sandpiper 1 6 1 6 1 1 1 
White-rumped Sandp 
Ba1rd's Sandpiper 8 

Pectoral Sandpiper 47 6 
Dunlin 2 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Short-bil!ed Dow1tcher 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Woodcock 
Wilson's Ptularope 
Total Shorebird species " 8 1 0 6 6 9 3 0 1 
Total II Shorebirds 4 1  1 39 1 74 29 26 4 6  1 07 47 0 9 
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F E E D E R  STATION 

Ovenbird cho o s e s indoor a trium for 
Winter fe e ding S ta ti on by Christine Wil l i am so n  

Janu ary 1 995, I was fairly startled 
lo find a message from Richard I3iss on 
my answering machine. Usually-it' s 
the other way around. I ramble on about 
birds I've seen thal he might or might 
not want to put on lhe Chicago Audubon 
Socicly 's  Rare I3ird Alert. B iss only 
calls me if I've made a big mislakc -
like reporting a Brewer' s  Sparrow when 
I meant to say Brewer's Blackbird. 

I3iss' message said there was an 
Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocappilus) in the 
atrium at a I-Iyall I lolcl i n  Chicago. B iss 
had had inlermitlent reports of a bird 
stalking around under the tables in Lhc 
atiiu m  since November 1 994. I work 
downtown and was a logical choice to 
check oul lhis wintering warbler. B iss 
asked if I would go on location to 
check out the bird for the CAS and for 
Meadowlark. 

Tim only binoculars I could find 
in lhc bollom of a desk drawer were a 
badly ou t-of-whack pair of Tascos, bul  
I lhought I 'd probably at least be able lo 
spol lhe bird. How many birds could 
there be in the Hyall al 150 E. Wacker? 

The Hyatt is split into lwo seclions. 
I cn lercd lhc west tower lobby and 
poked around in all lhe indoor planters 
looking for a tiny warbler. It was when I 
was on my knees peering at planter level 
through a bed of hostas lhal lhc first 
hotel staffer approached me. 

"I-lave you losl something?" 

"Uhmm . . .  no. Not exactly.  I ' m  
looking for a bird," I replied. 

"We don ' t  have any birds in here." 

"Well, I know you usually don' t .  
I3ut  tl1is winter, you do. It's an Oven
bird, a neotropical migrant .  It should 
be in Central America right now, but 
somehow, it  got trapped in the atrium 
and is supposed to be in here, poking 
around some bar tables." 

The man looked relieved. "Oh, this 
isn't lhe atrium. That's over the walk-
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way lhcrc in the east lower. If there 
was a bird in here, in the wesl lower, 
I'd know about it.  Wouldn't I?'' 

I quickly moved away before he 
called securily lo escort me oul as yet 
another loony in off the street. There 
was indeed a big, glassed atrium ahead 
of me and yes, there was a bar area 
with a player piano and a fountain and 
a patio restaurant. 

A quick glance at the spider plants 
and grasses planted under ficus trees 
confirmed that a bi.rel had been here. 
A tiny bird, judging by the size of the 
spoor, b u t  he seemed to be gelling 
enough food by lhe number of white
wash spots. It took me a li llle while, but 
I found Lhe Ovenbird firmly planted in 
a ficus right above the player piano. He 
was hunkered down in shade and looked 
rather oily, with spiky head feathers. 

Geo ff Williamson and I returned to 
the Hyatt atrium at lhc end of Janua1y, 
camera in hand, lo record the spa like 
winter quarters of this warbler. It took 
much longer to locate the Ovenbird this 
time. The bird was well hidden, deep in 
a ficus tree and immobile. Our watching, 
even al a distance, was definitely noticed 
by the bi.rd, who was disturbed enough 
after a few minutes to Dy across the 
al!ium to the palio restaurant. In flight 
and in the bright winter sunshine Doocl
ing this glasshouse, the Ovenbird ap
peared a little drab, but healthy. 

We tried to unobtrusively photo
graph the bird in the open roofed patios 
restaurant from over the top of the 
planter screens surrounding it. Eventu
ally, Geoff just entered lhc patio and 
began snapping the bird. Several wait
resses stopped by to lcll us about their 
"pet" bird. The restaurant manager 
apparen tly kept tabs on the bird ' s  
movements all day. A diner dropped a 
hunk of whole wheal roll on the floor 
for the bird. 

I smiled at the idea of these naive 

diners. This bird was an insectivore, 
not a pigeon. I-le wouldn ' t  come to 
bread. I was sure he was staying alive 
by caling roaches, spiders, ants, and 
plantcrpesl bugs. And maybe frui t  flies. 
Wilhin 30 seconds, however, the Oven
bird was allacking the chunk of bread 
half his size with vigor. The tiny bill 
couldn' t crack the crust, bul managed 
well on the soft insides of the bread. 

Someone more official from the 
hotel eventually turned up and look 
down all my details. I realized halfway 
through the recitalion of my purpose in 
trespassing in this atrium and in writing 
down my phone number, that the man
ager might use lhis information when 
he laler filed charges against me. He 
didn' t kick us oul,  but I wasn' t so sure 
he wouldn' t kill the bird in the interests 
of public health. 

We considered coming back in 
April to attempt to release the bird out
side for spring migration. I suggested 
that we could do it early in the morning 
so we could set up the misl nets before 
any hotel guests were up and aboul. I 
could sec "Publicity S tunt" and "Ten-0-
Clock News coverage" shining from his 
eyes. He didn' t  call security. 

As of March 1995, the Ovenbird 
was slill domiciled al lhe Hyatt. It had 
a fountain to bathe in and drink from 
and probably a lot of roaches to eat, if 
my office a few blocks away is anything 
to j u dge from. It had friendly hotel 
staff and guests to feed him. And it had 
me secreting hunks of suet block and 
mealy worms inside the planters. 

When I wenl lo relocate the Oven
bird in late spring however it was no
where to be found. I prefer to think i l  
quietly died amid the flowerbeds or 
lbal il escaped through a window and 
found its way lo more suitable habilat. 

Williamson, 
4016 Clarendon, 

Chicago, IL 60613 
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Barrow's Goldeneye 
:::at wh.,-th...,.,...,.,. l-l"'rbn .... I .,.1,.n. r.,. .. ,.,..., , 
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On 3 1 J anuary 1 995 Paul Sweet discovered an adult 
male Barrow' s Gokleneye ( Bucephala islandica) at 
Winthrop Harbor, Lake County. Sweet observed tl1e 
bird on J_,ake !Vfichigan uu lsiUc au<l south of the 

NorLhPoint Marina harbor entrnnce near Lhc rocky 
breakwaters. On 4 February B ob Erickson mid Sherman 
Suter observed !he bird inside U1e ha rbor' muuil1. The 
next day t11e goldeneye could not. be rel ocated in  
Winthrop I-Im·bor but Rick SieberL discovered the bird 
in Pleasant Prairie, Kenosha Counl-y, Wisconsin. Siebert 
observed the bird in a large goldeneye flock. 

On 6 February I found the bird inside the NorthPoint 
Maiina jelly with a dozen or more Common Golden eyes 
(R. clangula).  l noted its smaller bill than l11e Common 
Goldeneycs, l11e prominent loral while crescenl Lo and 
above the eye, the steep forehead, and the blackish to 
maroonish-purple head with a very sloped rear crown. I 
also noted Lhe hlack hack which came closer to the 
waterline Lhan the other goldeneyes. The bird also had 
six white "squares" on each side of l11e back with Lwo 
white oblong rectangles at l11e lower pmt of tl1e black 
featl1ering closest to the white flanks. On 10 Februmy, 
Scott Hickman and I relocated this bird al 1 06th Strecl 
and 1 s t  Ave. in Pleasant Prairie just offshore Lake 
Michigan. To my knowledge Donald Dann of Highland 
Park was Lhe last person to observe the bird early on 
1 1  February at Pleasant Prairie. 

Mlodinow ( 1 984) !isled only 1 1  dates (since 1 955) 
for this rare winter visitor in the Chicago area. Since 
Mlodinow' s  cut-off date of 1 982 for bird records 
included in his publicalion there have beeu several 
records of immatures a..'fl.d fernale DatTO\.v' s Goldeneyes 
which arc very difficult to separaLe from Common 
Goldeneyes. This record is to my knowledge tl1e first 
verifiable report of an adult male since 1 978 in the 
Chicago area although there is a reliable observation of 
an adult male B anow ' s  Goldeneye at Waukegan' s  new 
south harbor mouth (Lake County) on 12 February 1 992 
( R. Gogh pers. comm.). 
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David B. Johnson, 
504 Crown Point Drive, Buffalos Grove, IL 60089 

American Coot Migration 
in Sangamon County· 

I ' ve never seen a flock of American Cools ( Fulica 
americana) migrating and I don' t suppose anyone else 
has t:ither, since Lhey are nocLurnal migrants .  They may 
uu:a.siouaiiy fly short distances in dayiight when chased 
by a motorhoat, bearing down on the flock. B ut 
ordinarily, coots arc seldom seen flying. 

I usually watch Lake S pringfield in the evening be
cause mosL ducks, coots, grebes, loons, and gulls move 
toward Lhc center of U1e lake for roosting, making them 

easier to count. They probably do this for protection 
from predators. 

Several hundred coots were on Lake Springfield in 
Sangmnon Counly, illinois, around Marine Point on 2 
April 1995. Many of the coots were moving out from 
the edge of U1e lake loward the center. lt was past sun
down, but tllere was an atterglow, providing enough light 
lo see well. Some of the first stars had begun Lo appear 
and tl1ere was a sliver of moon. A light, southerly wind 
was blowing and it was clear, without cloud cover. 

I saw a coot paddle along m1d fly into the air. 
expected it to land again, but it climbed higher into the 
sky. I ' ve never seen a coot flying that high before. [ 
watched it flutter in a slow curve. It stmted Loward U1e 
souili into the wind, then arched m·ound, in slow, up

spiraling circles. Finally, it was several hundred feet in 

Lhc air, but still visible. It then straightened its course 
and f1e;.v norlh, out of sight. 

I looked back to where the coot had started its flight 
and several more coots were performing the spiral
uproutinc. J watched several fly 11urtl1. One or two 
dropped back to the Vv'ater, but nO\.V, t11c sky over ti�c 
lake was full of coots beginning nocLurnal migration. 

What amazed me was that the effort was an 
individual thing. It was not done as a flock. Most coots 
are observed silting on the water in flocks during migra
tion. However. what I ohserverl w;i.� cont.� le.::iving 
individually, though many were in the air at once. I did 
not hear any vocalizations 'Nhk:h v,1ould have kept the 
coots in conLact. I speculate that once they reach a 
cerLain elevation, they may form a flock. I watched until 
about 8 p.rn. The coois were sliii depm·ting, but I could 
just bm"dy discern them in the darkening sky. 

H. David Bohlen, 
Illinois State Museum, Springfield, IL 62706 
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Gyrfalcon 
at Clinton Lake, De Witt 

County 

The morning of 25 Februmy 1 995, I 
was observing the lmge collcclion of 
ducks and gulls gathered on the ice near 
the power s tation at C l in ton Lake,  
De Will County. This has always been a 
good spol Lo observe early migrant ducks 
and the rarer g ulls. As usual, the adult 
Great l3 lackcd-backed Gul l  Lhal h ad 
been present since .Tmrnary was standing 
out on the ice. 

·' 
. > -,  

At about  8:30 a.m. ,  all of the ducks 
and g ulls, including the Great B lack
hacked Gull, 11ushed as one. This usually 
meant that an eagle was f1ying overhead. 
However, I could nol sec any raptors and 
an eagle would have been very visible. At 
that point, I speculalcd about the pos
sibilily of a fast-moving Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus). 

.. : . .. � - ... ,. . .. .... 
Gy1falcon drawing by Brian K. Willis. 

Sure enough, a few minutes later, a 
lm·ge falcon came by. But  this was no peregrine ! I was 
immediately impressed by ils size - larger than any of 
the gulls, except the great black-backed. Its size, heavy 
build, very broad-based, two-toned wings, and slight 
facial pallern identified this bird as a Gyrfalcon (F. 
rusticolus). The overall gray-brown color indicated that i t  
was an immature. As I watched, il  made amazingly 
rapid progress with seemingly little effort as it flew 
eastward past the power plant. 

I notified Lhe central Illinois birding community 
even though the bird appeared Lo be on the move. I 
thought perhaps it would al least be found somewhere 
else near Clinton Lake. While no one was able to find il 
the next day, Myrna Deaton discovered it on 4 March 
at the east end of the lake, near a major concentration 
of ducks, geese, and gulls. 

On 5 March, Dick Sandburg, Kevin Richmond, and 
I observed the Gyrfalcon harassing a Great Horned 
Owl. The Gyrfalcon U1en flew out over the lake mid 
returned lo a perch. It offered us an opportunity to 
observe it for about 1 5  minutes al close range (less than 
50 ymds) through telescopes as il rested and preened 
before resuming its patrol of the lake. 

My lasl view of Ulc Gyrfalcon as I headed toward 
Fanner City half an hour later was of it chasing a flock 
of Canada Geese across a field. Although it forced the 
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geese to the ground, i t  showed no further interest, 
having proved its dominance . 

Robert T. Chapel, 

306 112 W. California, Urbana, lll. 61 801 

Courtship in Subadult Bald Eagles 
in Mason County 

Aerial courtship displays sometimes spectaculcu-, 
are well  known in  the B ald Eagle ( Halieaee tus  
leucocephalus), especially in late winter or early spring 
when migrating or at feeding areas (e.g . ,  De Vore 1 993, 
Ehrlich, Dobkin and Wheye 1988, S tokes and S tokes 
1 989). Aerial displays involving 20 to 30 individuals, 
predominanlly subadults, were common in the central 
Illinois River valley in January and February 1995.  
Eagles in subadult plumage were numerous throughout 
winter in this area (Chautauqua NWR Christmas count 
had 41 immatures and 37 adults). Here I report an 
instance of courting behavior involving eagles in sub
adult plumage that was initialed on the ground in a 
htu-vested cornfield. 

On 1 February 1995 al 9:45 a.m. while u·aveling west 
on a blacktop road near the entrance Lo the Forbes 
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Tiioiogical S 1alion (Chautauqua N WR, Mason County), 

I noted fnur Ba!d Eagles in a conservation till corntield 

on the south side of the road. One bird flew east as I 

s lopped my pickup truck and reached for my field 

glasses. A subadult and a bird in full adult plumage 

were sitting about 5 meters apmt on slighlly elevated 

ground. The third eagle, another subadult, was on the 

ground about 30 meters east of lhe others. There was no 

snow cover on the ground, littered with corn stalks. 

,
Using Cohen (1993) criteria, the subadults appeared 

lo be lhird-year birds. l3oth had mottled bellies but not 
U1e u:iriy while head and taii and dull yellow beak of 

the classic fourth-year subadull. As I watched, U1e sub
adult on the ground scratched vigorously in the debris 
until it lrnd gathered a small pile of leaves, all the while 

load then flew low :md parallel wit11 the ground directly in 

front ot and past U1e other birds rising to 1 5  Lo 20 

meters above ground. Al 30 Lo 40 meters elevation, 
both s ubadull birds rolled but did not appear lo touch 

lalons, U1ough 1he bird initiating the behavior apparently 

unlocked one of its talons, as part of its leaf load was lost. 

Then ,  clu tching the remaining load, it turned sharply 
north flying across lh� ro�d followed dosely by t11e 

second s ubadult. The Lwo disappeared at tJ1e wooded 

area along Quiver Creek which flows toward Lake 

Chautauqua, 1 kilometer norlll of my observation 

point. Two minutes later the adull flew in a direction 

opposite U1e courting birds. 

Having discovered an eagle nest several kilometers 

north on the refuge d uring tl1e autumn of 1 994, it was 

lempting lo think these subadulls 1night choose to nest 
in Ule area. Throughout Febrmu·y, adults were on tlle 

nest occasionally rearranging sticks, but  only once did 
I observe a subadull at the nest site. On 1 8  March 1 995, 
B arbara Frase observed an adull  and an immature 

rearranging sticks at the nest ShorUy thereafter, high 

winds deslroyed the nest, which \.Vas located in a cotton

wood tree killed previously by flooding. IL is most 
iikeiy thm the subaduits I saw courting in Februmy 

were practicing before moving 11orU1 Lo contemporary 
eagle nesting habitat. 
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Glaucous-winged Guii at Lake 
Springfield, Sangamon County 

On 3 1  December 1 994, as I was aboul lo enter Lb.c 
cinder area just north of Lake Springfield, Sangamon 
Coumy, I saw a iarge, buffy gull flying toward the 

flats. The gull had no black in the wing tips or tai l .  I 
drove into the cinder flats where tlle gull wa<> standing 

with Herring (Larus argentus) and Ring-billed ( L. 
delawarensis) Gulls. The g ull in question was head mid 

shoulders above the Ring-billed Gulls and larger than 

the Herring Gulls. The bird was in good light Lo t11e west. 

at about  9 :30 a.m. I put my Kowa scope on the bird at 

about 40X. 

The g ull had a large, thick, all-black bill. The 

plumage was buffy gray all over. It flew once, a short 

distance, showing little or no translucence in t11e wing 

lips, although the underwing appeared l ighter. The 

wings were in fact the same color - grayish buff - all the 

the gull new into the flats . Gulls sometimes give this  

impression when they are in  worn plumage (especially 

toward spring), but  this gull did not appear to be in 

worn plumage. 

l also knew tllat Glaucous Gulls (L. hyperboreus) 
had translucent wing tips and a Lwo-tone bill and 

Thayer's Gulls (l. thayeri) had smaller bills and some

what more dark areas in the wing lips and tails. The 

field marks on this gull eliminated Glaucous and 
Thayer' s Gulls as possibilities. I was fairly certain that I 

was viewing an immature (first yem) Glaucous-winged 

Gull (L. glaucescens). I was familiar with this gull in 

minnows ata bait shop behind my apartment in Oceanside. 

The gull was with hundreds of gulls and geese. 

While I was zeroing in on tlle fine points, I noticed a 

white bird wiili the geese. I srnnnerl 10 the white bird -

a Snow Goose - l11en quickly back to the gull. T couldn ' t  

find ill Thinking i t  had saL down, I scanned back and 

fortll. Apparently, however, it  had flown j ust as I moved 
to t11e Snow Goose. I checked the rest of Lake Springfield 
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without success. I missed checking eye and leg color, 
allhough my impression was thal Lhe eye was dark, as iL is 
in most immalure gulls. 

This sighting represenls lhe second accepted record 
by the Illinois Ornithological Records CommiLLee of' 
five reported Glaucous-winged Gulls in Illinois. The 
slate' s first confirmed record was found at Lake Calumet 
in December 1 992. See Meadowlark: 4: 47, "Firs! Con
firmed Illinois Record of the Glaucous-winged Gull" 
by David B .  Johnson, Laurence C. B inford, Ph.D., Alan 
Slokie, and Waller Marcisz . 

H. David Bohlen, 
Illinois State Museum, Springfield, IL 62706 

Snowy Owl in central Illinois, 
Vermilion County 

On New Year' s Eve 1994, a fellow Vermilion 
Counly Aucluboni te, Thelbert Falconer, called to report 
that there hacl been a Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) in 
the Rossville area for Lhe pasl several clays. I could think 
of no better way to celebrate New Y car' s Day than 
tracking this northern species. Two anxious Audubon 

members scanned fence posts, power line poles, swells, 
and swalcs of cmply farm f'ields on both sides of the road 
until I finally saw the S nowy Owl as il 11ew from one weed 
patch to another ancl pounced on prey . 

Two days laler, lhe Snowy Owl was observed in the 
same area, bul near a barn. Al inlervals, he moved lo 
gra5sy patches near soil drainage structures. He was most 
cautious and slayed barely within binocular range. James 
0. Smith' s  spolling scope revealed an almosl pure white 
bird with large yellow eye and perhaps a gray fealher or 
Lwo. While we were walching, the owl suddenly rose from 
the ground mid Hew directly toward us, tl1en made a right 
angled turn to a perch on a pole on the next road, j ust out 
of camera and binocular range .  The following day, the 
owl was h unting in a cornfield near a gnL�s walerway, a 
mile or so east of the original sighting point. 

Three days passed and snow covered Vermilion 
County. We decided to check for the bird despite the 
difficulty of seeing it in the snow. We found it perched on 
a fat pipe at a gas installat.ion in an empty field. Before 
this sighting, the most recent confirmed Snowy Owl 
in central Illinois was January 1 990 in Catlin, Illinois, 
where i t  remained until April. 

Doris Westfall, 
303 Northland, Dan ville, IL 61832 

In Memory of Todd Fink -----------------------------

Todd Fink died unexpectedly on July 1 1 ,  1995 , afler a 
short illn e s s .  l ie was 36 years old, a natural heritage 
biologis l for Lhc Illinois Department of Con servation 
(now Lhe Ilhnois Department of Nalural Resources), and 
the best known birder in sou lhcrn Illinois . He led field 
trips  for the Il l inois  Orn i thological Society , Illinois 
Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, and many local 
organizations. I-le wrote articles for Meadowlark, Illinois 
Highlights, Illinois Audubon, and Bird Watcher 's Digest. 
Well-kno w n  as a n a ture pho lo gr ariher, he h ad photo 
credits in several books and periodicals including The 
Nat u re of Illinois . He was a former IOS director and 
editorial advisor for Meadowlark at the time of his death. 

Many southern Illinois birders j oined the ranks as a 
result of Todd ' s  influence. He showed us the best spols 
at the best times, often rcsulling in the best birds. During 
the spring warbler migration, we were impressed by his 
ability to identify birds not only by song, but also by call 
nolcs .  While we were focu sing on a warbler ' s  song, he 
was noting a scolding vireo and three kinds of frogs. His 
mind was quick Lo process the rarer voice in the dawn 
chorus ,  the distanl singer we'd all eventually hear, bul  
Todd usually heard first. 

I-le was the only person I met who carried binoculars 
while he j o gged. On one April run be discovered lwo 
1-Ienslow' s  Sparrows. Once he spo lled a Short-cared Owl 
foraging at dusk. Ano lhcr time he found a family of !'inc 
Warblers ovcrwinlcring in a pine grove on his jogging 
ro ute .  If Todd d idn ' l  have the earlic s l  record or Lhe 
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highest co unt, he' d  likely have the latest  departure el ate 
for many woodland species. 

A few years ago when H. David Bohlen ' s "Birds of 
Illinois" w as published, I began collccling aulographs of 
birders whose record s were published in the book. I 
asked them to sign next to their best bird. But  Todd never 
au tographed my book because be couldn' t choose his 
best bird from among his 65 records that appeared in the 
book. The Cinnamon Teal, Tricolored Heron, or Ruff he 
found at Rend Lake would have been worthy, but Todd 
didn ' t  find them u ntil 1 9 9 4 .  The White Ibis  foraging 
wilh a Willet and American Avocc t made lhc flood of 
1 993 memorable. B u t  as remarkable as those sightings  
were for Todd, none of Lbose were his best birds either. 
The Curve-billed Thrasher we fo und while scouting for 
the 1992 Rend Lake CBC earned that title. It was a first  
state record and a lifer for Todd and me. 

Todd greeted a new year eagerly even though he 
despised winter. To combat the winter blues he invented 
a game lo sec if we could find 1 00 species in I l l inois 
during January. We could. And Jan uary become shor ter 
and more exciting. 

Todd' s  Illinois life lis t included 340 species and in 
1994 he joined the very few who have seen more lhan 
300 species in a single year. On May 12, 1995 , Tock\ set a 
new s late warbler record . l ie saw 33 species in one clay. 

Todd was a scientisl, lis ter, recruiter, and friend. 
We will miss him. 

Judy K. OeNeal 
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Field 

Notes 
Drawing of Tufted Titmouse by Denis Kania. 

1 Q Q Ll_ _ Q  � 1A TTl\TTl:D 
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This was the nation 's  second wannest winlcr in 1 00 

years and milder Lcmperaturcs in lllinois made for some 
interesting hirding.  Stale temperatures in December were 
6 lo 7 degrees Fahrenheit above normal. January was 2 
degrees above normal, while February readings were 
more seasonal, about  .9 degree above nonnal. Precipita
tion was .6 inch below normal for December as well as 

February. January had above normal amounts of precipi
lation (1 .8  inches). Heavy snowfall amounts were re
corded in J anmu-y; 22 inches fell on Moline, for example. 

The warmer conditions didn ' t  inhibit  Northern 
Shrikes from a major (perhaps the state 's  larges t) inva
sion. Lingering shorebirds included both yellowlegs, 
Sanderling, two peep species, Ruff, and Long-hilled 
Do\vitcher. 1'hirty-four \vaterfo�vVl species were observed, 
representing the largest number detected in a winter. 
Highlights included a male King Eider and breeding 
males of Harlequ in Duck and Barrow's  Goldeneye. 

Ha'.Vk numbers vv·ere typical . (�old fronls in early 
Fcbrna.ry in northern lllinois may have induced brief 
appearances by Gyrfalcon and Prairie Falcon. Gull 
numbers were below normal although a wider variety 
of species than usual was observed. 

A1J expec1cd nwJ peci � were Tecorded, but in low 
numbers. Only two S nowy Owls were observed. Red-
breasted l'luthatch, Cedar \1/axvv ing, and the winter 
finches were either absent or found in very low numbers. 
Many pa.sscrines lingered pa.st usual departure dates. 
Wintering longspurs and Snow B untings were observed 
in concentrated pockets at scattered locations. 
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by Robert Danley 
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1994-95 Winter Field Notes -------

Red-throated Loon 
1 Jan. ,  Vermilion Co (*RC). IL' s first Jan. record this century. 

Common Loon 
MC: 8, Spfld, 8 De<.:. (DB) ;  6, Rend L, 1 7  Jan. (LS). Others: 1 2  
Feb. ,  L a  Salle L (CMc, JMc); 2 Jan., New Athens (St Clair Co) 
(DKa); 18 Dec., C!in.L (RC); 14 Dec., Powerton L (Tazewell 
Co) (KR, LA). 

Pied-billed Grebe 
MC: 99, CONWR, 8 Jan. (Tfo); 25, Spfld, wintered (DB); 1 5 ,  
Braidwood, 2 9  Dec. (JM); 8, L a  Salle L ,  3 Dec. (JMc, CMc); 4, 
O' Fallon (St Clair Co), 1 Jan. (KM). LD: 8 Jan., Yorkville 
(Kendall Co) (DS); 1 Jan., W auk (LB ). 
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Great-blue Heron, 27 .Tan. 1995, Techny, Cook County. 
A warm January kept many water-related species 
lingering in the Chicago area. Photo by Rric Walters. 

Horned G rebe 
MC: 50, Clin.L, 1 0  Dec. (MD);  35, Spfkl, 6 Dec. (DB); 29, La 
Salle L, 3 Dec. (CMc, JMc) ;  1 2, Bald. L, 26 Feb. ( KM); 4, 

Il ighland Park, 26 Dcc. (EW, JU). LD: 26 Jan., Glencoe (LD ) .  

Eared Grebe 
l l Dec., Spfkl (OD). 

WESTERN GREBE 
7 Dec . -25 Jan . ,  Taze well Co (KR,LA);  1 -7 Jan . ,  Wank 
(RE,PSw,* LB,*RB ,m.ob . ) ;  1 Jan . ,  Rend L (*LS). I L ' s  first .Ian .  
records. 

American W h ite Pelican 
2, l'owcrton L (Tazewell Co), 8-29 Dec. (KR, LA). 

Double-crested Cormorant 
MC: 200, Rend L,  1 7  Dec. (TF). Others: win lercd, Spflcl (DB ) ;  
2 3  Jan . (3), Carl L (KM); 8 Jan., Rend L (LS); 1 Jan. ( 14), Carl 
L (Clinlon Co) (DKa, DW); 3 1  Dec. (5), LCal (WM, WS); 3 1  
Dec., Winnebago Co (JA, B Se ) ;  30 Dec., Winthrop Harbor (DJ) ;  
29 Dec. (10-12), Braidwood (JM); 3 Dec. (2), La Salle L (CMc, 
JMc). 

Great B l ue Heron 
MC: 1 14, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  48, Beardstown (Cass 
Co), 14 Jan. (RC); 36, I-IL, 25 Jan . (KM); 1 3 , La SalleCo, 3 1  Dec. 
(CMc, JMc) . Others: wintered (4), Will Co (JM);  wintered, 
Boone Co (AB); I Dcc .-27 Jan.,  Techny (Cook Co) (EW); 22 
Jan . (2), Fermi (JSu); 17 Dec. (7), Winnebago Co (DW); 9 Dec. 
(5), Sprld (DB). 

As a printing aide, the following abbreviations have been used throughout this report: 

ad 

Co 

imm. 

m.ob. 

Carl. L 

CBG 

Chi 

= adult 

= County 

= irrunature 

= many observers 

= Carlyle Lake (Clinton Co) 

= Chicago Ilolanical Gardens (Cook Co) 

= Chicago's lakefron l  Pw·ks, excluding JP 
(Cook Co) 

Clin.L = Clinlon Lake (De Witt Co) 

CONWR = Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge 
(Williamson Co) 

DPCA = Des Plaines Conservation Arca (Will Co) 

Fermi = Fermilab al D alavia (Du Page Co) 

GLNTC = Great Lakes Naval Training Station 
(Lake Co) 

GLPSP = Goose Lake Prairie State Park (Grundy Co) 

GRCA = Green River Conservation Arca (Lee Co) 

I-IL = Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co) 

I ILCA 

IBSP 

JP 

T�Cal 

LChau 

LR en 

M.Arb 

Rend L 

Spfld 

UCCA 

Wank 

= Horseshoe Lake Conservation Area 
(Alexander Co) 

= Illinois Beach Stale Park (Lake Co) 

= Chicago' s  Jackson Park (Cook Co) 

= Lake Calumet (Cook Co) 

= Lake Chautauqua National Wildlife Refuge 
(Mason Co) 

= Lake Renwick (Will Co) 

= Morlan Arborclum (Du Page Co) 

= Rend Lake (Franklin Co) 

= Springfield (Sangamon Co) 

= Union County Conservation Area (Union Co) 

= Waukegan (Lake Co) 

A number in parentheses ( )  indicales the number of birds observed at a particular location or on a parlicular dale. No 

n umber signifies single birds. 

Aerial surveys of waterfowl were complelcd by Michelle Georgi on 8 and 13 Dec. and 8 Jan . and by Richard Whillon 

on 9 and 17 Feb. These should be considered rough population estimalcs. Also, lhe Union Co. Lolals from 22 Dec. were from 
the Union Coun ty Christmas Bird Cou nl and represent an index of species population over a region. 

Underlined, boldcd, and capilalized spccics are those records that arc of special  note due to their rarity in the Illinois winter 

season. Counts, dates, and locations that arc underlined and bolded represent a very unusual site or numbers of that species 

for a particular region. Regions arc defined as northern , ccnlral, and southern Il linois . 
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American Wigeon, immature male, 
25 Jan. 1995, Evanston boat launch, 
Cook County. Photo by Eric Walters. 

American Wigeon, adult male, 
15  Feb. 1 995. Chicago 's Lincoln 
Parle Zuu pond, Cook Counry. 
A pair wintered here. 
Photo by Eric Walters. 

Great Egret 
1 1  Dec., Madison Co (KM); 26-27 Dec. @, Channahon (JSn, 
JM). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
MC: 9, Whistler Woods F.P. (Cook Co), : n  lJec.- 5 l 'eb. (WM, 
MBa); 4-10, HL, wintered (DKa, KM). Others : 10 Dec. (imm.), 
Glenview (LB); 18 Dec. (2), Skokie (JSa); 3 1  Dec. (3), LCal 
(WM). 

Tundra Swan 
MC: 43, M.Arb (and later in day at Palos), 18 Dec. (TD, rn.ob.) ;  
29, Fermi, 1 1  Dec. (JFz); 19, Rockford, 1 1  Dec. (DW); 1 4, 
LChau, 22 Dec.- 1 .Tan _ (KR ).  Others: 3 Dec., South Beloil 
(Winnebago Co) (BG); 7 Dec. (2 imm.), Spfld (DB) ;  26 Dec ., 
Highland Park (l:iW,  * JE); 1 4 Jan., Sanganois C.A. (RC); 21 Jan., 
Jackson Co (CS, TF). 
Mute Swan 
MC: 75, Wolf L (Cook Co), 15 Feb. (EW). Others: 15 Dec. (3), 
Spfld (DB) ;  21 Dec., Hancock Co (KR); 2 Jan. (2), LChau (RC); 
21 Jan. (ad.), Jackson Co (CS, TF). 
Trumpeter Swan 
MC: 13, Carl. L (CJintonCo), 15 Dec. (MSe). Others: l l -29 Dec. 
(3 unbanded), Sand L (Mason Co) (KR); 18 Dec.- I Jan. (5 
banded), LChau (KR); 26 Dec. (1st winter), CBG (LB); 5 Jan. 
(4), M adison Co (KM); 21  Jan. (5 banded- green/yellow collars), 
Jackson Co (CS, TF); 18 Feb.  (2 banded-66K & 68K), Clin.L 
(RC). Numbers increasing in winter - should be looked for. 

Greater White-fronted Goose 
MC: 180 (2 banded-red collars Z69 & Y5 1 ), UCCA, 9 Jan. (TF); 
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1 1 8, Franklin Co, 21 Feb. (LS); 105, SL Clair Co, 19 Peb. 
(DKa); 32, Spfld, 31 Jan. (DB ) .  OU1crn: 22 Dec. (3), LChau 
(KR), 26 Dec., B uffalo Grove (LB, JG); 31 Jan. (3), Clin.L 
(MD). 

Snow Goo�c 
MC: 148,000 (major staging), southern Illinois refuges, 1 7  
Feb. (RWh); 35,000, Rend L (Jefferson Co), 1 7  Dec. (TF) ;  
1 , 800, Sangamon Co,  22 Feb. (DB). Others: 1 7  Dec. (3), 
Winnebago Co (DW); 17-18 Dec.(6), Bolingbrook (Du Page 
Co) (WM); 18 Dec., Chi (JSa); 26 Dec. (2 -while & blue 

phase), CBG (LD); 3 1  Dec. (8 1 ), La Salle L (CMc, JMc); 3 Jan. 
(2), L Ren (JM); 22 Jan., Fermi (JSu). 

Ross' Goose 
2 1  Nov.- 7 Dec. (3 ), W.innebai;c Cc (*IlG); 10 Dec. (4.), LChuu 
(KR); 20 Dec., HLCA (DB); 2 Jan., Bald. L (DKa); 22 Jan., Carl. 
L (Clinton Co) (DKa); 26 reb. (2 ad.), Sangamon Co (DB);  3 
singles during period, Johnson, Pulaski and Union Cos .  (TF). 
Canada Gouse 
MC: 374,500, southern Illinois refuges, 9 Jan. (RWh).  Others:  
"hutchinsii" form- 26 Dec. (9),  CBG (LB). 

Wood Duck 
27 Dec. (female), Channahon (JM); 31 Dec. (female), LCal 
(WM);  7 Jan. (pair), Clin.L (MD); 7 + Jan. (female), Wauk (PSw, 
LB); 22 Jan.,  Penni (JSn); female winlcre<l, Spl1d (DB). 

Green-winged Teal 
MC: 150, Carl. L, 1 8  Dec. (KM); 29, La Salle L, 3 1 Dec. JMc, 
CMc). Others: 3 Dec . (2), Pratt Wayn;� Woods F.1'. (Du Page Co) 
(JSu); 15 Dec. (male), Spfld (DB); 24 Dec. (5), Joliet (JM); 3 1  
Dec., LCai l wivi); 8 .ian . ,  1�a Saiie L (D:S ). 
American mack Duck 
MC: 347, Rend L (Jefferson Co), 1 7  Dec. (TF); 250, La Salle L, 
3 Dec. (CMc, JMc); 150, Heideckc L (Grundy Co), 2 Jan. (JM); 
100, Carl. L (Fayette Co), 1 8  Dec. (KM); 20, Spfld, 15 Dec. 
(DB). 

Mallard 
MC: 204,000, LCbau, 8 Dec. (MGe); 15,000, La Salle L, 3 Dec. 
(CMc, JMc); 12,000, Carl. L (Fayette Co), 18 Dec. (KM); 4,000, 

Meadowlark 

..... 



Braidwood & I Ieicleckc L, 2 Ja n .  ( JM);  2,000, Spl"ld, 3 Jan . ( DB) .  
Northern Pin ta i l  
MC: 6,SOO, Dardenne ( lower Missi ssippi valley), I 3 Dec. (MCJe) . 
Others : 1 8  Dec. (50), Carl . L (K M) ;  20 Dec. ( 1 5), 1-ILCA (VK, 
rn .ob . ) ;  3 Jan . (pair), Spfkl (DB) ;  7 Jan . ,  Wauk (PSw); 29 Jan . (5 ), 
La Sal l e  L (.IMc, CMc); winlcrcd, Winnebago Co (DW). 

mue-wingcd l'eal 
2 l Dec. (2) ,  Pulaski Cu ('rF); 22 Dec. 

(2), Union Co (MD); 2 1 .Jan ., I 'ranklin 
Co (LS) .  

Northern Shoveler 

male) ,  Evanstou ( l �W, 1 11 .ob . ) ;  l 5  Dec. (\),  Spfl d ( [)U);  H 
Jan ., Yorkvi l l e  ( Kendall Co) (DS) ;  l 8  Jan. (female) ,  W i nnebago 
Co (13G);  w i n tered (pair), Chi ( 1- �W). 

Canvasback 
MC: 10,800, Nauvoo (I  I:rncock Co), 1 3  Dec. (M(]e ). OLhcrs: l l 
Dec. (37) ,  Spflcl ( 1 )13) ;  1 7  Dec., \{ockl'orcl (DW); 27 Dec. (2.), 

Winnebago Co (D(i  ) ; 30 Dec. ( 4 ), 
GLNTC (Ll3 ) ; l fan. (60), O'Fallon 
(St C l air Co ) (KM); 2 Jan .  ( 1 4 ) ,  
I Ieideckc L (.IM); 9 Jan. (40), CONWR 
(DD); 22 Jan .,  Chi (WM). 

llcdhead 
MC: ill, TBSP & GLNTC, 1 Jan. 
(LI3 ) ;  50, Carbondale, 1 Jan. (BD); 
20, 1llinois R (La Salle Co), 5 Feb. 
(CMc, JMc ).  Others: l 2 Dec. ( 6 ), Spfld 
(DB ) ;  26 Dec. (6), LRen (J M) ;  22 
Jan.- 4 Feb. (pair), Chi (WM) ;  1 7  
Dec.-5 Mar. ,  Evanston (EW) .  

MC: 6,500, LChau, 8 Jan. (MC ic) ;  
600, I-IL, 25 .Ian . (KM) ; 1 2 1 ,  Union 
Co, 22 l )ec. (V K, m .ob . ) .  Others : 7 
Dec. (28), Spfld (DB);  1 7  Dec. (2), 
Rockford (DW); 21 Dec.- l Feb. (fe
male ) ,  Cl3G ( LB ) ;  l J an. ( 6 ) ,  L 
Mendota (La Salle Co) (CMc, JMc ) ;  2 
Jan. ( 7), 1-Ieidccke L (Grundy Co) 
(JM) ;  wintered (imm. male) , ll3Sl' 
(AS) .  

Gad wall 
MC: 975, Union Co, 22 l)cc. ( V K, 

Redhead, 20 Dec. 1 994, Rvanston boat 
launch, Cook County. Photo by f,'ric 
Walters. 

Ring-necked Duck 
MC: 600, Carl. L, 18 Dec. (KM); 300, 
Pulaski Co, 21 Dec. (TF); 250, LRen, 
23 Dec. (JM). Others: 1 1  Dec. (24), 
Spflcl (DB ) ; 2 Jan . ,  La Salle Co (DS);  

m.ob . ) ;  900, HL, l Jan . (KM). Others: 18 Dec. (68),  SpDd (DB ) ;  
26 Dec. (95 ),  Crest Hill (Will C o )  (JM); 7 Jan . (24), LCal (JS a); 
15 Jan. (2), La S alle L (JMc, CMc) . 

American Wigeon 
MC: 60, Carl. L (Fayette Co), 1 8  Dec. (KM); 36, LRen, 23 Dec. 
(JM) ;  15 ,  Vermilion Co, 19-3 1  Dec. (JS) ;  10, Wauk, l Jan. (LB) .  
Others: 3 Dec.  ( 4 ), La Salle L (CMc, JMc ) ; 1 3  Dec.-1  Apr. (imm. 

29 Jan. ( 1 5  ), Grundy Co (JS a);  5 Feb. (2), Ulinois R (La Salle Co) 
(CMc, JMc).  

Greater Scaup 
MC: 2, 100, Evanston, 2 l Dec. (LB) . Others: l Dec . (2), Sand L 
(Mason Co) ( KR); 1 2  Dec. (3) ,  Spfld (DD ) ;  1 8  Dec., Clin.L 
(RC) ;  26 Dec. (4), Joliet (JM ) ;  2 Jan. (absent thereafter), JP (PC);  
6 Jan . ,  Carl. L (KM); 1 1  Feb. ( 1 5), CONWR (TF). 

Mute Swans in a flock of 75, 15 Feb. 1 995, Wo(f Lake, Cook County. Photo by Eric Walters. 
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MC: 300, Carl. L 23 Jan. (KM); 200. Spfld. 8 Dec. (DD) ;  50, 
Joliel, 24 Dec. (JM);  6,  Illinois R (La Salle Co), 5 Feb. (CMc, 
JMc). 

KING EIDER 
2 Jan .- 1 8  Feb. (male), I Icidcckc L (JOs, TA, m.ob). 

I-Imleguin Duck 
24 Dec. (2 females), IBSP (AS); 15 Feb.- 1 Mar. (pr.), JP 
(*PC,m.ob.-pholo ). 

Oldsquaw 
MC: 85, T, M ichigan (Cook Co), 26 IJec. (JSa). OLhers: 3 Dec., 
IBSP (AS); 9 Dec. (6), Sprld (DD ) ;  1 7  Dec. (2), L Decalur (MD); 
26 Dec. < 2). Clin.L (TF); 14 Jan. (2), Rend L (BO); 22 Jan. (2), 
Carl. L (DKa); 25 Jan., Powerlon L (Tazewell Co) (Kl{, l .J\); 1 1  
Feb. (3 ) ,  CONWR (TF). 

Black Senter 
3 Dec. (;1), Winnebago Co ( * ADr); 7 Dec., Powerton L (Tazewell 
Co) (KR); 30 Dec. (�), Win throp Harbor (LB); 2 Jan. (7), IBSP 
(AS). 

S u rf Senter 
MC: 56, Win throp Harbor, 27 Dec. (TF, DKa, KM) - 29 still 
prescn l 3  l Dec. (AS).  Others: 10 Dec. ( 1 1 ), Clin.L (MD); 1 8  Dec. 
(female), Carl. L (DKa); 2 1  Dec., Nauvoo (Hancock Co) (KR); 
22 Dec., UCCA (*DD ) ;  25 Dec. (2),  Pool 19 -Hancock Co (DI3 );  
7 Jan., CONWR (D D); 1 -2 Feb .  ( female), Zion (PSw). 

Wh ite-winged Senter 
10 Dec. (3), Clin.L (MD); 14 Dec., SLSI' (DD ); 26 Dec. (5), 
Nauvoo (Hancock Co) (Kl{); 30 Dec. (5), Winlhrop Harbor 
(LB) ;  31 Dec. ( 1 0), IOSP (AS). 

Common Goldeneye 
MC: 6,200, Nauvoo (Hancock Co), 13 Dec. (MGe); 1 ,700, Carl. 
L, 23 Jan. (KM); 600, Sprld, 14 Dec. (DD); 600, 1-lcidecke L 
(Grundy Co), 2 Jan . (JM);  500, Illinois R at Seneca, 1 2  Feb. 
(CMc, JMc). "Hybrid" Common Golc\eneye/ l looded Mergan
ser: 26 Jan., Heidecke L (Grundy Co) (KR, LA); 26 Feb., L 
Decalur (MD). 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE 
31 Jan & 7 Feb.(malc), Winthrop Harbor (*PSw, *DJ) See 
seasonal highlights. 

Uutuehead 
MC: 145, Winthrop Harbor, 30 Dec. (DJ); 90, Spfld, 8 Dec. 
(DD ). Others: 29, JP, 2 Dec. (PC). 

Hooded Merganser 
MC: ;337, CONWR, 15 Dec. < TP): 1 18, La Salle L. 3 Dec. (CMc, 
JMc); 60, Spfld, 1 8  Dec. (DB);  50, Will/ Grundy Cos. ,  2 Jan. 
(JM) ;  42, HL, 1 Jan. (KM); 14, Wauk, 10 Feb. (EW). 

Common Merganser 
MC: 5,000, La Salle T ,, 3 1  Dec. (JMc, CMc) ; 2,000, I leidecke L 
(Grundy Co), 2 Jan. (JM); 800, Spfld, 2 Feb. (DB); 720, HL, 14 
Feb. (KM); 1 65,  LCal, 15  Feb. (EW); absent in  mid winter, JP 
(PC). 

Red-breasted Merganser 
MC: 235, LCal, 10 Dec. (WM) ;  1 00, Clin.L, 10 Dec. (RC, MD); 
1 00, B ald. L, 9 Jan. (KM); 30, Spflcl, 9 Dec. (DB) ;  1 5, CONWR, 
1 5  Dec. (1F). 
Ruddy Duck 
MC: 500, Clin.L, 10 Dec. (MD); 475, Sp fl cl, 8 Dec. (DB) ;  200+, 

HL, 9 Dec. (KM). O lhers: 2 1 -22 Dec., CBG (LB); 24 Dec. (2), 
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JvlicL ( J�v1); 26 Dec., Tcc1"it1y (CvGk ( '.c,) (: JJ ); �H) 1 J0c., \Vlnl.llLup 
I I arbor (I ,TI). 

Black Vulture 
2 1  Dec. (25), Johnson Co (TF). 

Turkey Vulture 
20 Dec. (8), I-IL (KM); 22 Jan., Franklin Co (LS). 

flald Eagle 
MC: 85 ,Cass,Mason & l'ulton Cos., 14 Jan. (RC); 27, Union Co, 
22 Dec. (VK, rn.ob.).  Others: 1 0  Dec. (2), Carl. L (Fayelle Co) 
(KM); 17  Dec. (3 ), Winnebago Co (DW) ; 17 Dec., B olingbrook 
(Will Co) (WM); 1 6  Jan. (3), Heiclecke L (Grundy Co) {JM); 25 
Feb. (5), Spfld (DD). 

i'1orthcrn H«rlicr 
MC: 1 3, Pulaski Co, 21 Dec. (TF); 12, La Salle Co, 15 Jan. (JMc, 
CMc); 8,  Carl. L (Fayette Co), 1 8  Dec. (KM); 5,  Tcchny (Cook 
Co), 1 3 1 'cb. (UW); 5, Dragon L F.P. (Du Page Co), 1 8  Feb. (JSu). 
Others: 10 Dec., Chi (WM); 18 Dec., Greene Valley F.P. (Du 
PugcCo) (\V�v1) ;  26 Dec., LC at (Vl�v1) ; none \vin lered, SangruTLOn 
Co (DD).  

immature Bald Hagle, 27  Jan. 1 995, Heidecke Lake, 
Grundy County. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
MC: 6, Winnebago Co. winlerecl (OW); 3, Mason Co, 27 Dec. 
(KR). Olhcrs: 7 Dec.- 1 5  Jan. ,  Vermilion Cn (JS) ; wintered, 
O' Fallon (St Clair Co) (KM). Individuals recorded on one date 
in Boone, Champaign, De Kalb, Mason, Sangamon & Co' s  as 
well as al Ottawa, Draidwood, S RSF. 

Cooper's Hawk 
10 Dec.- 25 Feb. (ad.) ,  J .Cal (WM);  1 8  Dec. (2), Doone Co (AB); 
23 Dec.- 12 Jan., Evanston/Wilmette (EW,m.ob.); 27 Dec. (2 
ad.), Mason Co (Kl{); 31 Jan. (2), Sangamon Co (DB); wintered, 
M.Arb (EW, m.ob.) .  Individuals recorded on single elates in 
Champaign, Cook, Du Page, Putton, Grundy, La Salle, M ason, 
McLean, Vermilion, W ashington Co' s  as well as al HL. 

Northern Goshawk 
8 Dec. ( irnm.), Spfld (DB); 26 Dec. (imm. ), Rockton (Winnebago 
Co) (BG); 8 Jan. (i.mrn.), Clin .L (RC); 1 2  Jan. (ad.), Johnson Co 
(TF); 24 .Tan. (irnm.), Carl. L (Clinton Co) (MSe). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 
MC: 1 2, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.oh.). Others: 1 8  Dec. ,  Carl. 

Meadowlark 



Hooded Mergansers, five of 14 present, 10  Feb. 1995, Waukegan Harbor, Lake County. Photo by lfrlc Walters. 

L (KM); 25 Dec., HL(DKa, ASp); 26 Dec. (2), Cook Co (m .ob.); 
26 Dec., Beck Lake F.P.  (Cook Co) (JSu); 2 Jan. (2), Starved 
Rock Lock & Dam (La Salle Co) (CMc, JMc); 5 Feb., Whisllcr 
Woods F. P. (Cook Co) (WM). 

Red-tailed Hawk 
MC: 53,  Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.); 15 ,  LCal, 3 1  Dec. 
(WM, MBa c l al ) ;  1 2, Du Page Co, 16 Dec. (JSu); 1 1 , Sangamon 
Co, 10 Dec. (DB); 8, Bond Co, 18 Dec. (KM). Albino- 1 Feb., 
Carl. L (MSc, DKa). Rufous mo1ph- 18 Dec., Du Page Co (AW, 
DA); 25 Feb . ,  LCal (WM, GW). Dark phase- 2 Feb., wintered, 
Spild (DB);  26 Feb., Franklin Co (LS). Harlan 's- wintered, 
UCCA (BD, TF, LS) . 

Rough-legged Hawk 
MC: 7,  Tcchny (Cook Co), 13 Feb. (EW); 4, Joliet Arsen al, 24 
Feb. (JM);  4, Vermilion Co, 9 Jan. (JS); 3 ,  Pu laski Co, 21 Dec. 
(TF); 3, Sangamon Co, 12 Feb. (DB) ;  3, La Salle Co, 22 Feb. 
(DS). Others: 10 Dec. (dark phase), IBSP (AS); 10 Dec., LCal 
(WM) ; 1 2-31  Dec. (2), La Salle Co (JMc, CMc); l Jan ., Bond Co 
(DKa, DW); 7 Jan. (2), Vermilion Co (JS) ;  15 Jan . ,  Du Page Co 
(AS); 23 Jan. (2), Carl .  L (KM); 7 Feb., Winthrop Harbor (SH). 

Golden Eagle 
1 7  Dec. (imm .), Jo Daviess Co (fide BD); 4 Feb. (imm. feeding 
on deer carcass), Pope Co (DSp); 1 0, 1. 2  & 19 Feb. (ad.), UCCA 
(TF & BD); 25 Feb. (ad.), Spfld (DB) .  

American Kestrel 
MC: 67, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) .  Others: 10, Sangamon 
Co, 25 Dec. (DB); 9, Du Page Co, 17 Dec. (JSu); 9, Bond Co, 1 8  
Dec. (KM); 9 ,  LCal, 3 1  Dec. (WM, MBa e t  al). 

Merli n  
1 7  Dec. (colllmbarius), Winnebago C o  (DW); 29 Jan. (ad .), 

Normal ( McLean Co) (KR,  LA); 4 Feb.  (richardsmiii), 
Winnebago Co (*DW); wintered (ad. m ale), Fern Clyffe S. P .  
(Johnson Co) (TF). 

Pcrq�rinc F<i lcon 
23 Dec. (2), Joliet (REJ, JM); 27 Feb. (2), Spfld (DD ) ;  wintered 
(2), JP (GS, m.ob.). 
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Gyrfalcon 
25 Feb.- 4 Mar. (dark phase), Clin.L ( *RC, '; MD) Sec seasonal 
highlighls. 

Prairie Falcon 
25 Jan., Clinlon Co ( *MSc). 

Gray Partridge 
1 7  Dec. (2), Winnebago Co (DW). 

Ring-neckL'<l Pheasant 
MC: 28, Fermi, 17 Dec. (DK,l'K); 15,  Prall W ayne Woods F.P. 
(Du Page Co), 1 7  Dec. (JSu); 13 ,  Sangamon Co, 3 .Ian . (DD ) .  

Wild Turkey 
MC: 42, SRSF, 29 Dec. (KR). Olhers: 22 Dec. (9), Union Co 
(VK, m.ob.); 1 2  Feb. (2), Seneca (.La Salle Co) ( JMc, CMc); 26 
Feb. (4), Jefferson Co (KM);  27 Feb. ( 1 2), Sa1 1g .  L (DD ) .  

Northern Bobwhite 
MC: 20, HL, 9 Dec. (KM); 15 ,  Sangamon Co, J .Ian . (DI3) .  
Virginia Rail 
9 Dec. (window kill), Urbana (fide EC); 26 Dec., Joliet (usual 
location) (JM). 

COMMON MOORHEN 
3 1  Dec., LCal (*MB a). 3rd lL record, 2nd in Jasl Lwo years. 

American Coot 
MC: 1.000, Braidwood, 29 Dec. (JM); 950, I IL, 1 1  Dec. ( KM);  
205, GLNTC, 30 Dec. (Lll);  1 85, Rend L,  17  Dec. (Tl'); 1 50, 
Spfld, 12 Dec. (DB ). 

Sandhill Crane 
MC: 40, Fermi, 1 1  Dec, (fide JFz). Olhcrs: Lt.!.n,_, Clinton Co 
(DKa); 2 .Ian.,  Jr. (*PC); 25 Jan. & 23 Feh.,  Rend L (LS); 
wintered, CONWR (fide I3D). 
Killdeer 
MC: 30, Bond Co, 10 Dec. (KM);  26, San g .  L, 10 Dec. (DB) ;  1 2, 
Pulaski Co, 21 Dec. (TF). 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS 
1 7  Dec. (3), Rend L (MSc) ; 29 Dec. (4), Rend I ,  (LS ) .  I L's firsl 
winter records. 
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8 Dec . .  Sand L (Mason Co) (KR , LA): 17 Dec. (3), Rend L 
(MSe); 29 Dec. (3), Rend L (LS). IL' s  first winter records. 

SANDERLING 
24 Nov., Wauk (fide EW); 2-6 Dec & 9- 1 2  Dec., Chi (JPu); 20-
21 Dec., Evanston (EW) - all 3 records a.re of same bird with an 
injured leg. IT .'s 4Lh winter record. 

WESTERN SANDPIPER 
24 Nov. -1 1 Dec., Sand L (Mason Co) (KR); 27 Dec., LChau 
(KR). IL's first winler record. 

Least Sandpiper 
8 Dec. (3) & 12 Dec. (3) & 22 Dec. 

(2). Sand L (Mason Co) (KR ) ;  1 7  
Dec. ( 15)  & 29 Dec. (10), Rend L 
(MSe & LS)). 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
23 Dec.,  Rend L (LS). IL's third 
'.1.1inter record. 
Dunlin 
8-1 1 Dec. (6), Sand L (Mason 
Co) (KR); 27 Dec.(2), LChau 
(KR); 1 Jan., Rend L (LS). 

RUFF 
23 Nov.- 12 Dec. (reeve), Sand L 
(Mason Co) (KR el al). IL's first 
winter record. 

LONG-BILLED 
DOWlTCHER 
24 Nov.- 11  Dec. (2) ,  Saud L 
(Mason Co) (KR, m.ob.). IL's 
first winter record. 

Common Snipe 

Thayer'� Guii 
MC: 7,  La..lce Co lakefrcnt. 1 Jan . (LE). Others: 15 Dcc.(ad .); 
Powerlon L (Tazewell Co) (KR); 1 9  Dec. (ad.), Carl. L (KR); 24 
Dec. (ad., irnm.), HL (DKa, ASp); 26 Dec. (ad.), Techny (Cook 
Co) (LB); 1 Jan. (ad.),  Spfld (DB); 2 Jan., LChau & Pekin (RC); 
4 Jan. (ad.), Peoria Lock & Dam ( KR); 5 Jan. (3), LCal (.TL); 14-
1 6  Jan. (3-l st winter,subadult, ad .),  Clin.L (RC, MD); 16 Jan .,  
Du Page Co (EW, JE); 3 Feb. (ad.), Spfld (DB); 1 8  Feb. (2 ad.), 
Alton (DKa, ASp); 18 Feb. ( l sl winter), Wauk (PSw). 

Iceland Gull 
5 Jan. (Kumliens), LCal (JL); 21 Jan., LCal (RC); 12 Feb. ( 1 st 
winter), CONWR (BO). 

Lesser B la c k - hacked 

1 1  Dec. (ad., 2nd winter) 
& 3 1  Jan. (ad . ) ,  Spfld 
(DB); 16 Dec. (different 
ad.), Spfld (DB); 1 7  Dec. 
(4th- '..vinter), Greene './al-

MC: 14, UCCA, 8 Jan. (TP); ll, 
Glenview (Air Station), 26 Dec. 
(LC). Others: 15 Jan. (2), Prall 
V'layne V./ouds P.P. (Du Pa�c Cu) 
(m.o b . ) ;  a few win tered,  
Sangamon Co (DB).  

Sanderling, 20 Dec. 1 994, Evanston boat launch, Cook 
County. Bird was p resent since November 1994. Leg was 
injured. This is a late northern Illinois sighting for this 
species. Phow by Eric Waiters. 

ley F.P.  (Du Page Co) 
(WM); 31 Dec. & 7 Jan. (2 
ad. & ad.), LCal (WM & 
AS); 2 Jan. (2nd-winter), 
Pekin (RC);  8 - 14  Jan. 
(imm.), Clin.L (RC); 9- 1 1 
Jan .  (3rd-winter), I-I L  
(KM, DKa); 2 1  Jan. (3rd 
winter), Wilmette (RC); 7 
Fe b .  (2nd winter) , 
Winthrop Harbor (DJ); 1 1  
Feb. (ad.), Pekin (RC); 1 4  
Feb. (ad.), Fox R (Kane 
.cQ} (DWt, RNe) - first Co 
record; 18 Feb. (ad.), Alton 
(DKa, ASp ); 20 Feb. (2nd 
winter) & 26 Feb. (ad.), 
Clin.L (MD); 27-28 Feb. 
( 1 st winter), L Decatur 
(MD). 

Little Gull 
30 Oct.- 4 Dec. (imm.), Clin.L (AS,*RC). 

Bonaparte's Gull 
MC: 1 ,000. La Salle T ., :l Dec, (JMc, CMc); 500, Spfld, l Dec. 
(DD) ;  400, L Decatur (Mai.:on Co), 1 0  Dec. (MD); 175, Carl. L, 
10 Dec. (KM); 53. Chi, 1 1  Dec. (WM). Others: 24 DeG. ( 1 1 ), 
IBSP (AS); 1 6  Jan. (2), JP (PC). 
Mew Gull 
23 Dec., Evanston (*CP). 

Ring-billed Gull  
MC: 10,100, Carl. L, 23 Jan. (KM); 1 0,000, L Decatur (Macon 
C0), 10 !)e�. (�:!D); S,OCO, S.LJf!d, 5 Dec. CDI3); 2,GGV, Grctut 
Valley F.P. (Du Page Co), 1 7  Dec. (WM); 820, Evanston/ 
Wilmette (Cook Co), 26 Dec. (EW, JE), 
California Gull 
25 Peb. ,  Clin.L ( *RC). 

Herring Gull 
MC: 4,500, LCal, 3 1  Dec. (WM); 1 ,000, Heidecke L (Grundy 
Co), 2 Jan. (JM); 300, HL, 9 Jan. (KM); 288, JP, 26 Feb. (PC); 
50, Spfld, 3 Jan. (DB). 
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Glaucous G ull 
MC: 6, LCal, 15-19 Feb. (JL); 3, Lake Co lak:efront, 30 Dec.- 1 
Jan. (LB); 3, LC al, 7 Jan. (JS a. AS); 2 (ad.). Alton, 1 8  Feh. (DKa, 
ASp). Others: 1 1  & 14 Dec. (2nd-winter), Spfld (DB); 2 Jan. 
(ad.) ,  Heidecke L (Grundy Co) (JM); 5 & 12 Jan. ( ! s t  winter), 
Powerton L (Tazewell Co) (KR); 29 Jan. (2nd winter). Carl L 
(MSc); 2 Feb. (ad.), HL (DKa, ASp); 1 2  Feb. ( 1 st-winter), Kane 
Co (DS); 22-23 Feb. (ad.), Spfld (DB) ;  25 Feb. (2nd-winter). JP 
(PC); 28  Feb. ( 1 st winter), Lake Co (DJ). 

GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL 
31 Dec. Lake Springfield, Sangamon Co (DB) See seasonal 
highlights. 2nd state record if accepted by IORC. 

Great Black-backed Gull 
8-29 .Tan. (ad.) , f'lin.J . (R ', MD); 8 Jan.- 25 Fe . (i= ..  ), C!in.L 
(MD, RC); 1 6 Jan. ( 1 st-winter), Winthrop Harbor (PSw); 1 8  Jan. 
(ad.), LCal (LB); 14 Feb. (2nd-winter), Spfld (DB); 15-26 Peh. 
(2 ad .),  LCal (JL,WM);  25 Feb. (ad.), IDSP (AS). 
Illack-legged Kittiwake 7 Dec. (ad.), Powerton L (Tazewell 
Co) (KR). 
Mourning Dove 
MC: 232, Pratt Wayne Woods F.P. (Du Page Co), 17 Jan. (JSu); 
228, Sangamon Co, 18 Dec. (DB) ;  137, LCal, 31 Dec. (WM et 
al) . 

Meadowlark 

,., 



Eastern Screech-Owl 
MC: 1 1 ,  Spfld, 1 8  Dec. (DD); 5, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.). 

Great Hor111.,'<l Owl 
MC: 1 2, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.); 4, Boone Co, 15 Dec. 
(AB); 4, Carl. L, 18 Dec. (KM); 4, S angamon Co, 18 Dec. (DD). 

Snowy Owl 
1 - 1 5  Jan., Rossville (Vermilion Co) (DWc, m.ob.) sec seasonal 
highlights; 22 Jan., Chi (Miegs Airport) (fide RB). 

Barred Owl 
MC: 9, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob .) .  

Long-cared Owl 
MC: 23, La Salle Co, 19 Feb. (MD); 9, Dragon Lake F.P. (Du 
Page Co), 18 Feb. (JSu); 5,  Fermi, 16 Jan. (EW, JE) .  Others: 1 1  
Dec.-1 Mar. (3), Homer L (Champaign Co) (RC); 1 7  Dec. (2), 
Rend L (DKa); 17 Dec.-29 Jan. (2), Clinton Co (DKa); 1 Jan. & 
29 Jan. (3), GRCA (CMc,JMc & DS); 2 Jan., Pecatonica 
(Winnebago Co) (DW); 18 Jan., Sall Fork Preserve (Champaign 
Co) (JS); 26 Feb ., Monroe Co (DKa). 

Short-eared Owl 
MC: 1 5 ,  Franklin Co, 1 8  Feb. (LS, MBn); 13 ,  Carl. L (Clinton 
Co), 1 - 10  Feb. (MSc, DKa). Others: 17 Dec., Urbana (RC); 1 8  
Dec., Clin.L (RC, SB); 21 Dec. (2), Pulaski Co ('fr); Dec.-Fcb. 
(2), La Salle Co (DS); Dec.-Jan. (2), De Kalb Co (DS); 8 Jan. (2), 
Johnson Co (TF); 15 Jan., Allerton Park (RC); 15 Jan. (3), La 
Salle Co (CMc, JMc); 25 Jan., Sm1d L (Mason Co) (KR, LA); 
wintered (5), Carl. L (St Clair Co) (DKa); wintered (3-4), Pratt 
Wayne Woods F.P. (Du Page Co) (m.ob.) .  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 
1 8  Dec., Clin.L(SB et al); 30 Dec.-8 Jan., KCP (RC, JS); 15 Jan., 
Allerton Park (RC); Jan . - 19  Feb., Pecatonica (Winnebago Co) 
(DW, BG). 

Belted Kingfisher 
MC: 22, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  3, Spfld, mid-Dec. 
(DB). 

Red-headed Woodp1.'Cker 
MC: 209, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  7, Spfld, 30 Dec. 
(DB); 4, Winnebago Co, 1 7  Dec. (DW); 3, Highland Park, 26 
Dec. (EW, JE); 3, Braidwood, 2 Jan. (JM). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
MC: 1 78, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.); 1 7 , Glenview, 26 Dec. 
(JSu); 1 5, Spfld, 1 8  Dec. (DB). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
MC: 21 ,  Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  7, Spfld, Dec. (DB). 
Others: 10 Dec., Glenview (LB);  17  Dec., Fabyan Woods ( Kane 
Co) (AS); Dec. -18  Jan., Winnebago Co (ABr, BG); 3 1  Jan., De 
Kalb Co (DS); wintered, Boone Co (AB). 

Downy Woodpecker 
MC: 185, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob. ) .  Others: 5, JP, 
wintered (PC). 

Hairy Woodpecker 
MC: 59, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.); 5, Spfld, 4 Jan. (DB) .  

Northern Flicker 
MC: 150, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  17, Spfld, 8 Dec. 
(DB); 9, Northbrook (Cook Co), 26 Dec. (m.ob.); 9, La Salle L, 
31 Dec. (JMc, CMc). 

Pileated Woodpecker 
MC: 95, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.); 4, Spfld, 20 Feb. (DB). 
Others: 26 Dec., Ryerson C.A. (Lake Co) (AS); 26 Jan. (2), 
Vermilion Co (JS). 
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Eastern Phoebe 
22 Dec.,  Union Co (fide VK). 

Horned Lark 
MC: 500, Vermilion Co, 8 Jan. (JS); 220, Bond Co, 18 Dec. 
(KM); 135, Sangamon Co, 6 Feb . (DB) ;  69, Du Page Co, 17 Dec. 
(JSu); 18 ,  Boone Co, 10 Pcb. (AB) ;  8, s .w. Cook Co, 1 6  .Tan. 
(EW, JE) .  

Blue Jay 
MC: 424, Horseshoe I.. (Alexander Co), 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) .  
Others: 23, Boone Co, 2 Feb. (AB); 20, Glenview, 26 Dec. (JSu).  

American Crow 
MC: 1 ,000+, Belleville (St Clair Co), 1 1  Jan. (KM); 1 ,000, 
Evanston, Dec.-Jan. (EW). Olhers: 1 60, Spflcl, 7 Dec. (DB); 86, 
JP, wintered (PC). 

Black-capped Chickadee 
MC: 76, Glenview, 26 Dec. (JSu); 35, J..Cal, 3 1  Dec. (WM); 30, 
Spfld, 18 Dec. (DB). 

Carolina Chickadee 
MC: 433, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob. ).  

Tufted Titmouse 
MC: 312, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) .  Others: 16 ,  Spfld, 20 
Feb. (DB). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
28 Dec., Clin .L (KM);  29 Dec. (2), Spfld (DB) ;  1 8  Jan., Salt Fork 
Preserve (Champaign Co) (JS); 1 1  Feb. (2), CONWR (TF); 19  
Feb. (2), Carl.L (DKa); wintered (3), M .  Arb (EW). 

White-breasted Nuthatch 
MC: 178,  Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.). 

Brown Creeper 
MC: 20, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  1 1 ,  Glenview, 26 Dec. 
(JSu). Others: 4, Spfld, 30 Dec. (DB); 2, wintered, JP (PC). 

Carolina Wren 
MC: 250, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob .) .  Others: 9, Spfld, 1 8  
Dec. (DB); 2 ,  Starved Rock S.P. (La Salle Co), 2 Jan. (CMc,JMc ) ;  
2 ,  Evanston, 24 Nov.-29 Jan. (EW); DPCA, 2 Jan. (JM); Illini 
S.P.  (La Salle Co), 18 Feb. (DS). 

House Wren 
20 Dec., HLCA (fide VK). 

Winter Wren 
MC: 34, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) .  Others: 5 Dec., 
Vermilion Co (JS); 17 Dec. ,  Faby an Woods (Kane Co) (AS); 1 8  
Dec. (2), Spfld (DB);  2 6  Dec., Lockport (JM); l Jan . ,  MacArthur 
Woods (Lake Co) (AS); l Jan. (2), GLNTC (LB); 6 Feb., Zion 
(Lake Co) (PSw). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 1 10, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.). Others: 5, Spfld, 3 
Dec. (DB). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
MC: 32, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.). Others: 1 4 Dec., Spfld 
(DB) ;  1 6 Jan., Allerton Park (Piatt Co) (MD); wintered, Rockton 
(Winnebago Co) (ABr, BG). 

Eastern Bluebird 
MC: 199, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.). Others: 9, Spfld, 3 
Dec. (DB) ;  3, M. Arb, wintered (m.ob). 

Hermit Thrush 
MC: 9, Union Co, 22 Dec.(VK, m.ob.) .  Others : 1 1  Dec., Decalur 
(Macon Co) (MD); 26 Dec., Wilmette (m.ob.) ;  3 Jan., Johnson 
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MC: 2.400. CJ lenview, 26 Dec. (.!S u )  bul on ly 845 lhere 011 1 6  
fan .  ( l �W.JE) .  Olhers: 1 53 ,  Evanston, 2 3  Dec. (EW): 1 00, Ver
mi l ion C 'o ,  2X Feb . (.IS);  55,  Spfld, 28 Feb. ( DD ). 

G ray Ca t b i rd 

� Dec., U rbana { RC);  10 l)�c., Clin.L (rv1 D); J 1 D�c . ,  Spfld 
( D O ) ;  3 1  Dec . ,  Ruckford (DW). 

Mockini.:hird 
lvlC:  33, I l l .CJ\. 20 Dec. ( V K, m.ob. ) .  Olhers: 4 Dec . (4), S ri rJ d  
( DO) ;  2 .Ian .  ( 2 1 .  13raidw<>od & (] LI'S!' (JM) ;  2 winlcred, 
O' Fal lon (SI  C la i r  Co) (KM ). 
B run n 'i 'h n1shcr 
M C :  1 3 ,  I I I  .C/\, 20 Dec, (VK. m.uh . ) .  Others: 2 winlered , Spfld 
( D D ); wintered, (Jle ncoe (I .D ). 
A m erican l'ipii 
MC: I CL C\1rl. L (Cl  i n  ton Co). 1 1  Dec. ( !)Ka); 5 ,  UCCA, 26 Peb. 
( KM) .  Others: 8 Dec . ,  l'owcrton L (Ta1.ewel l Co )(KR, LA); 1 7+ 

Dec .. l frbana ( RC) ;  20 Dec., J ILCA ( MD ); 2 1  Dec .. Pul aski Co 
( ' 1 1 ) . 

Cedar Waxwi ng 
MC: 500+, Rockford, 1 2  l 'eh. (DW); 1 82,  Rockford, 17 Dec. 
(DW). Others: 30, Franklin Co, 2 Jan. (LS ) ;  25, Sprtd, 1 8  Dec. 
(DD ) ;  13, Lake Poresl  (Lake Co), l Jan . (.!Su) ;  1 2, Dooue Co, 26 
Dec . (AD );  absenl mosl ly from 1i .e. l l l i11ois (EW). 
Northern Shrike 
MAJOR lNVASlON- - lO Dec. ,  La S;.ille Co (DS);  1 1 - 1 6  Dec., 
Fermi (JSu ) ;  1 2 Dec., Lee Co (CMc, .TMc); 1 7  Dcc. (4), Winnebago 
Co (DWl;  1 8  Dec., C lin.L (MD); 27 Dec. ,  13 ureau Co (JMc, 
CMc); 30 Dec.,  Kane Co (Jide JFz); I Jan . ,  Kendall Co (DS);  l 
Jan. ,  C ages L (Lake Co) (DJ) ;  2 Jan . ,  GLPSI' (JM);  7-8 Ja11 . ,  
foulto11 Co ( KM ); 1 5  Jun.- 1 2  l 'cb. ,  Homer L (Champuign Co)  
(RC,  l �C) ;  1 6 .l an . , Cl in .L (RC); l 6 Jan . , Orlanci !Iills (Cook Co) 
( EW, JE); 16  fan., Cisco (Piall Co)  (MD); 2 l Jun .,  sw. Cook Co 
(AS); 21 Jan . ,  Volo Dog (Lake Co) (PSw) ;  29 Jan., La S<.1lle Co 
( TM<.', CMc); 29 Jrrn., C'rabtrcc N.C. (Cook Cc) (i\.S); ;nid Dcc.-
27 fan., Tcchny (Couk Co) (I.13, EW, m.ob.) ;  Dcc.-Jan. (2), IDSP 
(AS); Dec. -Jan . (4),  from 3 localiuns Boone Co (All ). Seemed 
lo disappear in Feb. 

Loggerhca<l Shrjkc 
MC: 1 0, I-ILCA, 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob . ) ; 5, Dond Co, 18 Dec. 
(KM); Mason Co, 4 & 14 Dec . ( KR).  

Ru rop•�,1 11 Stn rling 
MC: 2 1 ,  150,  Ci lenvicw (.ISu ,LD) - n early gone by mid-Jan . :  
8,500, LCal, 2 6  Dec. (WM) ; 1 300, I TLCA, 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob. ) .  

Oninge-crowned Warbler 
15 Dec. ,  Spfld (DD); 21 Dec . ,  Johnson Co (TF). 

NASHVILLE WARBLER 
l Jan . (ad. male), GLNTC (*LD, *RB). I L's 9th winter record. 

111rt. r.l'"'l:) ,..l'• • 11 -:i n • r ...,. " .-.. T i...- .. 1 '11 '-'-i"'- i_ •��J."'\.1'1 J. 1"\.J'- U J .,J-t.  
2 0  Dec., Johnson C o  (**TF) .  IL ' s  3rd winler record. 

Ycilow-rumpcd Warbler 
MC: 1 78, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK,m.ob.). Others: 1 1 ,  Northbrook 
(Cook Co), 26 Dec. (m.ob . ) ;  6, Spfld, 29 Dec. (DB); 5, Chi, 1 8  
Dec. (JSa); 2 ,  D e  Kal b Co, 3 1  Jail .  (DS). 
Pinc W<1rbler 
wintered (2+), CONW R  (BD, KM , TF). 
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Common Y cliowthroat 
20 Dec. (2 1 11 aJcs).  IILC/\. ( DIJ) :  22 Del�. (2). l l i -1 i 1 ) 1 1  Co ('vrK, 
l)D ) .  

Northern Ca rdinal 
MC: 5 1 2, 1 1 1 .C/\,  20 Dec. (VK, m .ob.) .  Olhers: 69, Sprld, 3 Jan. 
( 1 ) 13  ) .  

Indigo Bunting 
20 Dec. (2). HLCA (* DD ). 

Rufous-sided Towhee 
MC: 26,  I I I ,CJ\, 20 l kc. (V K, m.ob. ) .  Olhers: 6 Dec. ( 2),  Boone 
Co ( AD);  1 7 Dec., Rockton (Winneb<.1go Co) (DW); 2 1  Dcc. (2) ,  

Johnson Co (TF). "Spolledji•r/11. "- lO Nov .-29 Dec.,  SRSF 
(KR); 7 l 'cb., Spflcl ( 1 )!3) .  
A merican Tree Sparrow 
MC: 3 1') .  Du Page Co, 1 7  Dec. ( .ISu) ;  :mo, l ,C:a l ,  3 l Dec. (WM ); 
1 35,  Will Co, 26 Dec.  (JM);  1 1 5 ,  Sprld, ') I 'ell . (DD) .  

Ch ipping Sparrow 
22 Dec . , Un ion Cu ( * 1)13) ;  23 Dec., Mason Co ('' 1.)13 ) .  

Fieici Sparrow 
MC: 1 08, I I LCA, 20 Dec. (YK, m .ob. ) .  Others: 17 Dec. (3), 
Win nebago Co (OW); 2 Jan. ,  CiLPSP (J M);  20 l 'eb .  (5) ,  Spfld 
(DD );  26 Feb. (6), Pulaski Co (TF). 

Vesper Sparrow 
20 Dec., HLCJ\ (*DJ) .  

Sava n n a h  Sparrow 
MC: 4 1 ,  J ILC A, 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) ;  lO ,  13aldwin L, 9 Jan. 
(KM); I 0, Frankl i n  Co, 24 Jan . ( l  ,S); 7 ,  Decatur (Macon Co), 7 
Jan.  (MD); 7 winlercd, Sang<.1mon Co (DD ); 6, Pulaski Co, 2 1  
Dec . (TF). OLhers: 1 7  Dec., nw. D u  Pai:e Co ( DJ,  .I Su) ;  24 Dec. ,  
HL (DKa); 7 Jan ., Urbana (RC); 15 Jan., La Salle Co (CMc, 
JMc); 29 .Jan., GLl'S P (JSa, DDe) .  

L e  Contc's Sparrow 
6 Dec . , Powcrton L (Tazewell Co) ( KR);  20 Dec. (3) ,  HLCJ\ 
(V K, m.ob.); 24 Dec., 1-IL(DKu); 8 Jan. (2), Johnson Co (TF); 24 
T:nl ( ') \  fi'r•, 1111rl ; n  ('n fl � \  u -• • •  \ - / ) • .. ....... .._.._,,_ii .._, V ,..._.,,_�}• 

Fox Sparrow 
MC: 96, I I LCA, 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob. ) ;  30+, Jackson Co, 20 Feb. 
(DKa) ; 12, Sangamon Co, 13 Dec. (DD) ;  1 2, Pulaski Co, 2 1. Dec. 
(TF). Others: 18 Dec ., Chi (JSa); 7 Jan., Sand J{idge N .C. (Cook 
Co) (AS,JSa) ;  1 6  Jan ., Zion (PSw);  23 Jan .,  Clinton Co (KM); 24 
fan . (  4 ) , Franklin Co (LS) ;  29 Jan ., Crabtree N.C. (Cook Co) 
(AS); 'i Pcb., Mulio1 1 1el (RC, GL). 

Song Sparrow 
MC: 894, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob.) .  Others: 1 Dec . (20), 
Spfld (DD ) ;  18 Jun., Jl' (PC) .  

Lincoln's Spa rrow 
17 Dec. ,  Pratt Wayne Woods (Du Page Co) (*JSu); 20 Dec., 
HLCA (MD) ; 22 Dec . (2), Union Co (VK, m.ob.) ;  12 Pcb ., 
Middlefork F.P. (Champ<.1ign Co) (RC) - same bi.rd <.1s l ast year?. 

Swamp Sparrow 
MC: 654, Union Co, 22 Dec .  (VK, m.ob.) ;  25, Middlefork F.P .  
(Champaign Co) ,  12  Feb. (RC) ;  1 4, Spfld, 1 Dec.  (DB) .  

W hite-throated Sparrow 
MC: 896, HLCA. 20 Dec. (VK, m.oh. ) ;  1 '.I, Spfld, 1'.1 Dec. (DB). 
White-crowned Sparrow 
MC: 77, I ILCA, 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob. ) ;  15 ,  GLPSP, 2 Jan . (JM); 

1 2, Urbana, l 7 Dec. (RC);  8,  Spfld, 7 Feb. (DD ) ;  7, LCal, 3 1  Dec. 
(WM) ;  4, Techny (Cook Co), 26 Dec. (LB ) .  

Meadowlark 



'l' lte adult (center) and two immature White-crowned Sparrows tallied 2 Jan. 1 995 on tlte Morris- Wilmington 

Christmas Bird Count at Goose Lake Prairie State Park, Grundy County. Photo by Joe fl. Milosevich. 

Ha rris' Sparrow 
w i ntered, H L  (.IZ. D Ka, KM). 

Dark-eyed Junco 
MC: 396, 1-ILCA, 20 Dec. (VK. m.o b . ) ;  1 05 ,  Spfld. 3 Jau . ( DI3 ) ;  
7 9 ,  G lenview, 26 Dec. (JSu) .  

Lapland Longspur 
MC: 6,000, Clin . L, l .Tan. (MD); 5 ,000, Clin.L, 4 Feb.  (RC) ;  
5 ,000, Jackson Co, 8 Jan. (I3D); 2,000+, Carl .L, 2 9  Jan .  (DKa, 

ASp) ; 1 26, Winnebago Co, 17 Dec. ( DW);  1 20, I3 akl .  L, 9 .Jan. 
(KM ); 60, Sangamon Co, 8 Feb . (DD); 45, Vermilion Co, 24 
Dec. (JS). 

Snow B unting 
MC: 210,  De Kalb Co, 8 Jan. (JMc, CMc) ; 100, La Salle Co, 1 5  
Jan. (CMc, JMc); 70, Rockford, 8 Mar. (AI3r); 4 5 ,  Boone Co, 23 
Feb. (AB ) .  Others: 7,  II3Sl', 24 Dec. (AS);  2, Nauvoo (Hancock 
Co), 21 Dec. (KR);  2, I-Ioopcslon (Vermilion Co), 29 Jan. (KR, 
LA); LChau, 2 J an .  (RC); Rossville (Vermilion Co), 7 Jan. (RC) ;  
Cisco (Piall Co), 7 Jan. ( M D ) ;  C:lin.I ,, 8 Jan. (RC); Jackson Co, 
8 Jan . (I3D). 

Red-winged Blackbird 
MC: 10.000, 1-ILCA , 20 Dec. (VK, m.ob . ) ;  5,000, I ,Cal, 3 1  Dec. 
(WM); 300, Braidwood, 2 Jan. (JM). 

Eastern Meadowlark 
MC: 1 1 7, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m .ob.) ;  45 , Carl. L, 23 Jan. 
( KM).  Others: 1 7  Dec. (7), Prall Wayne Woods ( Du Page Co) 
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(.!Su ) ;  1 8  Dec., Greene V alley l ' . P. (Du Page Co ) (AW);  26 Dec. ,  
Tcchny (Cook Co) (LI3) ;  29 Dec . (4) ;  I3raidwuod (JM); 28 Jan . ,  

Winnebago Cu (I3CJ ) .  
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
2 Feb. (male), Rend L (130) ;  4 Feb. (female), Ottawa (La Sa l le  
C o )  (JMc, CMc) . 

Rusty B lackbird 
MC: 1 00, Bond Co, 1 8  Dec. ( KM ) ;  47, l l LCA, 20 l)cc. (VK. 
m . ob .) ; 25, Jefferson Co, 17 Dec. (TF) .  
Brewer's Blackbird 
6 Dec. (2), Monroe Co (TF); 6 Dec. , Boone Co (AI3 ) ;  18 Dec., 
Weldon (De Witt Co) (MD); 25 Feb . , Clin.L (RC) . 

Common Grackle 
MC: 9,000, l-LLCA, 20 Dec. (VK, m .ob . ) ;  900, Braidwoocl, 2 Jan. 
(JM) ;  67, Glenview, 26 Dec. (.ISu). 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
MC: 1 ,000, 1-ILCA, 20 Dec. (VK , m.ob.) ;  35, Glenview, 26 Dec. 

(.I Su) .  

Purple Finch 
MC: 20, Klchm F.l'. (Winnebago Co), I .lan . -25 Feb .  (A13r) ; 7, 
Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK, m.ob . ) ;  6, Rockford, 25 Pcb. (OW); 4 
(female plumage), Carl . L, l Jan . (DKa, I3W); 4, .Johnson Co, 29 
Jan. (TF); 3, De Kalb Co, 4 l'eb. (OS); female pl umage, GRCA, 

Lee Co (JMc, CMc). 
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House Fi nch 
!v1("· 70�. U niun C'o. 22 Dec. ( \/ K. !!! ,oh .. ) :  i �5. ! I L .  2� Dec. 
( KM); I 00. Vermil ion Co, win lered (JS) ;  62, Iloone Co, 22 Jan. 
(All); 30, l)e Kalb Co, win lered (DS ) ; 28, Naperville, 21 Jan . 
( JSu) .  

Red Crossbi l l  
l l l )"c . ,  J{Clckt'ord ( 1\1 wnnd Pmk) (AI3r); 17  Dec , Rockftird 
(Macklown l ' .l' .) (Ailr); 1 5  Jan., A l lerlon (Piall Co) (RC). 

Pinc Siskin 
Only one repcJit :i l l  win ler. 

A m erican Goldfinch 
MC: 373, Union Co, 22 Dec. (VK,  111 .ob.) ; 1 1 2, Ilond Co, 1 8  Dec. 

(Kivi)� 105, Spfld, 9 i "cb .  (DI3); 85, LC�ui ,  3 l i Jcc. (\Vivi); 66, JP! 
26 Feb. (PC ) .  

Even i ng Grosbeak 
1 7  Dcc.(3 ) , Rockford (DW). 
Ho�•sc Sp�rrow 
MC; 235, Union Co, 22 Dec. (V K, 111 .ob.) ;  1 34, O lcnview, 26 
J)cc. (LI!)� 45 '.vinlenx!� JP (P(�). 

Eurasian House Sparrow 
MC: 25+, I lL,  21 Jan. (DKa); 1 6, I lenclcrson Co, 22 Jan. (.IMc, 
CMc ); l 2, Sprld, l Dec . (DD ) ;  I 0, I I L, 24 Jan. (KM) .  

Exotics: 

Monk Parakeet 
12 Jan.  (4), Zion (l'Sw);  Winlured ( 1 8), JI' (l'C). 

Send seasonal reports to: 

Fall Migration - (1 Augw;t - 30 Novembe1·) 
Due 7 December • Rober! Chapel, 

306 l /2 WcsL California , Urbana, IL 61 801 
Winter Season - (1 December - 28 February) 

Due 7 March • Roberl Danley, 
2201 Clay Street, MUiphysboro, I L  62966 

Spring Migrntion - (1 March - 31 May) 
Due 7 June • Myrna Deaton, 

4540 E. Spruce St. ,  Decatur, IL 62526 

.Bi'eeding Season - (1 June - 31 Joly) 
Due 7 Augusl • Vernon Kleen 

Illinois Departmenl of Conservation 
NaLurai Heritage Division 

524 S. Second SL., Springfield, IL 62701 

Illinois Ornithological Societ)' grateful!)' 
acknowledges the following 

supporters and contributors for their 
generous donations. 

Supporters $100 - $500 
Anonymous 

Mrs. Dolores 13 anzhar 
The Donnelley Fou ndation 

Parker Hall • Mary Anne H arri so n 
David n. Joh nsoo 
R. David J ohnson 

Kay Morgan • Sebastian T. Pat ti 
Wi lbur and 13 aiba Rosenkranz 

Roger amt Dana Rzpeka 
Wild B i rds Unlimited/Highl an(! Park 

David Willard, P h . D .  

Contributors $50 - $99 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex J. B ales David Brenner 

Florence B urck 
Chicago Ornilhological Socicly 

.Ji l l  Cumming 
Dinah Dyp,r and 1 l crh Wisch 

EvansLon Norlh Shore B ird Club 
Betsy Fikejs  

Philip Haebler • R. Lacgclcr 
Joe Lill  family 

J .  DeNavmTc and Mrujorie Macomb, Jr. 
Alex and Marilyn Mcloy 
Kristin and Roger M il ler 

S teven Mlodinow 

Joe and Marlene Nowak 
Karen Rodcmaker 

Mark Sciffcrl 
Joe Suchecki 

Pau l F. Sullivan and Marsha Dittmer 
John and Caryl Sweeney 

Michael J. Sweeney 
Lynne N. Tamura 

NATURE'S CORNER • 708-369-3636 
WILD BIRD PRODUCTS 

Almost 100 kinds of B ilW FEEDERS • More than 40 kinds of WILDLJFE FOOD 

U irdbaths, heaters, poles, houses, books, ficldguidcs, binos, scopes, packs and more 

NATIJR_E'S GIFTS 
Art and limited edition prints, porcelains, musicals, mugs, tee and sweat shins, stone criltcrs, gardening and nalure 

books, Loys, puppets, puzzles, minerals, wind chimes, jewelry, cards, calendms, audio and video tapes. 

120 

WATER GARDENING S UPPLIES 
Pond kiLs, liners, pumps, fil ters, fountains, water Lest kits and pond care products. 

1 0-8 WEEKDAYS,  10-6 SAT., 1 -5  SUN. • 566 S. RT. 59 NAPERVILLE, II,  
ACROSS FROM THE FOX VALWY MALL NEAR VENTIJRE 

Meadowlark 



SURMISS JON IN. FORM ATION 

T We welcome manuscripts ,  photographs, and i l lustrations for possible publication in Meado wla rk. 

T Article t opics include unusual hird sighlings and nesting accounts,  technical papers on bird research, 
and ot her art icles such as bird finding gui des and lleld identi llcation t ips. Joy or birding articles wi l l  he 
considered. 

'T Manuscripts should be t ypewritten or com-
puter-generated, dou ble spaced and on only one side 
of numbered pages. Please send two copies of your 
manuscript and make sure you keep another for 
yourself. 

'T If you are able, submit a computer di sc in ascii 
file or for Word Perfect 5 . 1 . 

'T I nclude name, address ,  and day and night time 
phone numbers. Other pertinent i nformation about 
your qu alifications and b ackground is al so helpful .  

T We prefer clear black and 

SURSCRilYfION INFORMATION 

Members or the Illinois Ornit110logical Societ y 

receiveMeadowlark, the quarterly journal, plu s Wings 
Over The Prairie, the IOS newsletter. Members are 

also i nvited to special field trips, the annual meeting, 

and other IOS fanctions . 

white or color print photographs. 
Color slides may also be accept
able. 

Ou:r Focus 
is Clear 

To join or send a gift subscrip

tion,  send your name or that or 

the gift recipient, address, and 

telephone number along with fee 

to: 'T We reserve the right to re
view and edit articles according to 
style, grammar, accuracy, and read
ability. 

1:0 Send articles, photographs , 
and inquiries to : 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 B raeburn 

Mundelein, IL 60060. 

1:0 Pen and ink drawings are 
also accepted. Contact: ti t ! O W  

IOS 

P.O. Box 1 97 1  
Evanston, l L  60204- 1 97 1 . 

B ack issues or Volu me 1 ,  2, 3 
and 4 arc still avai l able for $5 
each. 

Fees: 

Individual $20 

Denis Kania 
1536 Preston Road 

Naperville, IL 60563.  
Your Birding Experts 
2 1 1 2  Central St. • Evanston, IL 

708-332-2769(CROW) • 800-404-5959 

Famil y  $30 
Full-time student $ 1 0  
Contributor $50 - $99 
Supporter $ 1 00 - $499 

Sponsor $500 

fyringhou�. begins where the 

travel brochures leave off. 

Read about the real Southern Illinois : 

History, folklore, humor, recipes, and lettcrs

always plent y of letters. 

One-year subscription (6 issues) $15.00 

fyrlngbou� 
P.O. Box 61 • Herod, IL 62947 

Tel. No. (618) 252-3341 

B I N O C U L A R S  R E PA I R E D  

C U STOM SA LES 
The r-ight binocular a t  the r-ight p rice 

Herb Koehler - Owner 
Binocular Technician 45 years •Estimates: No Cos�o�::�g;t;�

I C

S 

5514 Lawrence Ave n ue 
Chicago, IL 60630 

(312) 283-7757 



EAST MEETS WEST 

1he western "spotted" and eastern races of  the Rumus-sided Tou)hee 
i J J 

(I'ipilo erythrophthcdrnus) were seen northwest of Springfield, Illinois, the 
winter of 1995. Dennis Oehmke took these photos of two males on 9 Feb. 1995. 

Notice the !>potted feathers and two white wing bars of the left-facing 
vhotot;TraDh indicatin<T weJtnn raa t!nd the lar.l: (}Jf sti(}ts on th!? niht-J{'!ciwz ..._ '-" 1 C> .1. L.l U 

photograph of the eastern race. 1v1Vestern race (P. e. arcticus) norrnally occurs in 
the northwest United States and occasionally in Illinois. A photographed 
western race Rufous-sided Towhee was seen 8 Ma_y 1993 in Decatur, Illinois 
(Bohlen, H D. Birds of T!linois. 1989. Indiana University Press.) 

... , 


